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THINKING OF SELLING

YOUR ANDORRAN PROPERTY
WE'VE GOT IT COVERED ALL WAYS

{ D e )
ROC PROPIETATS

IN ANDORRA

c-mail: rocpropictatsv@andorra.ad
www.andorran-properties.com
Tel.: 835 346 Fax: 836 674

We market property both locally and abroad

Local advertising

Well positioned offices in La Massana

Advertising in international property magazines

London, Dublin and York International Property Exhibitions
Multilingual, friendly sales team

CALL NOW FOR A FREE MARKET APPRAISAL

ROC PROPIETATS
HARD TO BEAT

auping

Finally for people in Andorra!!

ITC Partners S.L.
Carrlé, 33, bajos
08240 Mamresa (Barcelona)
Tel: 93 872 28 96
Fax: 93 87287 03

E-mall: itc@itcauping.com
Home page: Www itcauping.com
(for English look inte “Scandinavia™
version)

We speak English, Dutch, French and
Spanish
*To have service in your own
language, it is befter fo make an
appointment by ‘phone before
visiting.

AUPING manufactures the Royal bed
made to measure so that it fits the individual
perfectly. It Is adjusted according to height,
leg length, welght and size.

The bed can be fited with up to four
silent motors that will adjust the neck, the
back. under the knee and foot section. The
bed also has a memory function that secures
up to three of your favourite positions. The
CM4 also has as an oplional built-in airing
and heating system in the mattress.

The nearest showroom to see and try
the system from Andormra is in Manresa (about
2 hours by car) SO TAKE A DAY OFF and visit
us*. It will be the first step fto the best

investment for comfort in your life.
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MAGAZINE POLICY

Il will be self-evident that both text, whether editorial matter or contributed articles, and advertising must be in
conformity with the Statutes and Rules of the Club. The Statutes refer to “gatherings of a linguistic, cultural or
leisure nature™, and to exclusions from its objectives of “any class, political or social revindications™. The “aim of
promoting — friendship between the different nationalities™ implies the necessity of avoiding controversy in
certain areas, in particular religion and politics. Under Andorran law, Board Members are responsible for the
content of the Magazine, so they must exercise a measure of discretion in what can be accepted both for contributed
articles and for advertising. We are confident that all members will realise that the Editorial Board must reserve the
right to edit, in the widest sense. This may in practical terms be minimal, provided contributors will bear this
statement of policy in mind.

The club may not engage in commercial activity,
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EDITORIAL FROM
THE BOARD

revious experience has shown us that the post in

Andorra gets blocked around Christmas and that
nothing gets delivered, especially bulk mail, some post
offices even refusing to accept them, Well, we believe
that with careful organisation and tight scheduling we are
going to get the issues in normal time.
And we shall be sufficienly near the date of the Annual
General Mecting for the Board to consider the timing and
sequence of events, especially for the election of
candidates for the Governing Board. Last year (2002) the
AGM was held on April 24%, and it is our present intention
to aim for about the same date in 2003.
Our statutes provide that “the Governing Board shall
comprise a minimum of seven and a maximum of eleven
members”, At the moment we have a total of ten members
whom seven are elected and three have been co-opted by
the board. The three who have been co-opted will stand
for election, Three elected members will come to the end
of their four- year period of office and may or not stand
for re-clection. Recently the Board has accepted with great
regret and with appreciation for past services the
resignation of Ann Price, Caroline Colvin-Smith and
Maria Teresa Raurell. We hope that all three will continue
to play an active role in the Club, so far as their
circumsiances permit.
All club members will have received copies of the new
Statutes and Rules, which were adopted at the
Extraordinary General Meeting on October 30™. The
minutes of the meeting have already been prepared and
will be sent out shortly. Formal adoption of these minutes,
and those of the agenda of the Annual General Meeting
held in April 2002, will be on the agenda of the AGM to
be held in 2003, We have thought it appropriate to prepare
a separate informal article in this issue, drawing attention
to some cffects of the results of the EGM.

f %

¢ of the Magazine Sub-committee are always on the

lookowt for almost anything that can be of interest
to members. Even if you have only a half-formed idea, get
in touch with one of the Editors by telephone or at the
Coffee Morning. Now and then we receive a mild
complaint that Intercomm is too much this or that or the
other. Well, the answer is obvious., Write something that
isn"t thas or that or the other and we will (almost) promise
to publish it.

There has been no slackening in the need for
new contributions. Wherever possible, one or more
photographs, postcards or drawings make for greater
interest,

Contributions for the next issue to be left
please in the Club letterbox at the Servissim Office
in La Massana by 2nd February 2003, or handed J

in to one of us at a Coffee Morning.

bl 2 J

This issue of Intercomm and the next one will be edited
jointly by Sandra Reid and Peter Parkinson. After that
Sandra Reid will be the sole Principal Editor, assisted by
other members of the Magazine Sub-committee; Peter
Parkinson will remain in this body, and David Perkin has
Joined it

We would like all club members to read thoroughly and
reflect on the open letter from Simon Binsted, particularly
the last paragraph. The results of the questionnaire printed
in our last issue of autumn 2002 show a clear demand
that the club should continue. Read also the last sentence
of the report of the Summer BBQ, —*“there is a general
request to have a lunch every month so—“Fine in
principle, but who is going to organise them? And who
is going to take the place of those Board Members who
have recently resigned or who will resign soon?

With the departure of Ann Price we were faced with a
major decision — who could fill this important position
as President of Andorra’s leading social group for all
ages? After much thought, we decided that Simon Binsted
would be ideal for the position, Simon is a long time
resident of Andorra and a very active and helpful member
of the Club. Many will remember his remarkable acting
in the productions of the Drama Group and many
occasions when he has stepped in to assist the C. LA, for
example, in organizing the last car boot sale in Arinsal.
We therefore approached him with the proposition of co-
opting him as a member of the Board with the intention
of electing him as President of the Club, replacing Ann
Price until the next relevant election in spring 2004, Since
Simon is involved very deeply in his own expanding
business of Servissim, his “spare time™ for club matters
is limited, The Board does appreciate his difficulties and
apprehensions regarding possible conflicts of interest,
which could arise between his company and the Members®
requests and his initial refusal was not unexpected.

We persisted and eventually did convince him 1o accept
the position for the interim period. “Welcome aboard
Simon™ we are very pleased to have you.

As well as Simon Binsted, the Board has recently co-
opted Carlos Hansen as Publicity Co-ordinator; he will
of course stand for election at the next AGM. Nina
O'Brien has agreed to act as Group Co-ordinator. With
these co-options and that of David Perkin, there are now
ten people on the Governing Board, almost up to the
maximum authorised strength of eleven.

It likely that at least one older member of the Board will
not seek re-election in 2003 or 2004, We hope that some
young people, say not older than 55, will be willing to be
co-opted (and hopefully elected) to the Board.

There is also a need for people in Helpline, and for these
willing to arrange a lunch, dinner, or other function. Please
comtact us at a coffee moming or by letter or telephone.
All members are asked to note that the next Annual
General Meeting will take place at the Paris Londres
Hotel on Wednesday 2™ April 2003, An official
notification will be sent out shortly.

Some of the Groups seem to be becoming dormant and /
or to have very few members, such as the Drama Group
and Scottish Dancing. At the same time other recently
formed Groups seem to be flourishing, Garden and
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Patchwork for instance. So it would be useful 1o have
some ideas for new Groups. Suggestions made at the
recent Board mecting included mountainecring, apres-ski
activitics, stamp collecting. No doubt many others will
occur 1o members. So please write with any suggestions
that you may have — we must assume that those who write
are prepared to take part in such activitics, though not
necessarily to be involved in the detailed organisation.
Those who attended the talk by David Baines on
“Cosmology and Astronomy™ may see this as a sort of
precedent, of a highly intellectual subject, attended by
almost 40 people, in the very agrecable surrounding of
the St. Gotthard Hotel. Any ideas on other subjects will
be gratefully received, especially if you are expert or very
keen on some subject that you are prepared to talk about.

C/Ounezal, Azinsal . Tel: 835208

English
food

True British food & doink
English bread, butter aad pies etc.
Also Indias prodice
€urop ves e
¢ v+ + , Wlimentacio

Sales over 15C-free Bome delivery in Asdorra

MOBLES
DIANA

Av. Sant Antonl
Edif. Rossell

Tel. & Fax: 839705 Tel.:
LA MASSANA

&
¢/ L'A , 22
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LA VELLA

OPEN LETTER FROM
SIMON BINSTED

departure of Ann
Price from Andorra,
for pressing personal
reasons before the end of
her anticipated term of
office as President of the
CIA, unfortunately left
the position vacant.
To my surprise | was
approached by a very
persuasive Board with the
suggestion that [ be co-
opted. The intention was
that | could then be
elected 1o fill the position as interim President of CIA for
the period until the next election in spring 2004,
My immediate reaction was surprise. After all I am not
known for my democratic disposition. So, why me? Had
they exhausted the possibility of anyone else accepting?
More seriously, | was faced with the dilemma. The smooth
running of the Club is important to its members and |
must sct this against the time required for my full time
business. Servissim has taken sixteen long years of hard
work and dedication to build it up to what it is today — the
Icading English-language service and Assistance Company
and it will continue to need equal effort in the future. It
is a commercial concern and as its principal | clearly cannot
mix business with pleasure. It will not be possible therefore,
for me to be President of the Club to consult on members®
private concerns, since that could present a major conflict
of interest. | cannot promise that I'll solve all the members®
concerns on this point, but 1 will try.
My hope is that, in the months to come before the elections
2004, a person, with or without knowledge of Catalan,
will “emerge™ as the obvious choice as the long term
President of our Club. Nevertheless, in the meantime |
much appreciate the honour of being asked and have
accepted the proposal to be co-opted 1o the Board and to
serve the Club as its President to the best of my ability
whilst I continue to retain their confidence and that of the
members,

Kindest regards,

Simon Binsted

FERRETERIA

arnau

T os0 e
Edifici Trini (bawos) - LA MASSANA - Priscipat &'Andorrs
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COMMENTS ON
EXTRAORDINARY
GENERAL MEETING

he Club Internacional d' Andorra was in cffect

founded carly in 1989, that is almost 14 years ago.
The EGM approved the new Statutes and Rules by 96
votes 1o NIL, a very gratifying result. This is the third set
of Statutes for the Club, so on average we may expect
them to last for another six or seven years. The Rules are
a purely internal matter for the Club. The Andorran
authorities require only that the Club should comply with
the Statutes and with the Law of Associations in so far as
its provisions are not explicitly contained in the Statutes,
It was for that reason that the Board felt it necessary to
have an English translation of the Law of Associations.
Our first set of Rules was produced in 1993 - 1994, to be
consistent with our second set of Statutes, Of course from
time 10 time there have been, and will be, changes in the
Statutes and Rules as provided for in these documents. It
is 10 be hoped that there will not be too many of these,
because changes in them presents an expensive and time-
consuming effort. It is not necessary for every agreed
change in procedures to detail a change in the Rules
In total, adoption of the New Statutes and Rules has cost
the Club about 1600_, or more than 3_ per member. The
total includes legal costs, English translation of the Law
of Associations, English translation of the Statutes, ctc
The Translation of the Statutes was done by Maria Theresa
Raurell and Peter Parkinson, who as Board members draw
no remuncration for this work; the only outlay by the Club
was the revision fee by the official translator, Derek Ward,
a sum of about 70_. To meet the costs of this adoption
may require a special contribution by members or an
increase in the subscription, which is a matter for the next
Annual General Meeting,
Any Club members who feel that this is unreasonable are
invited to reflect, that without this work and related costs,
the Club would no longer exist, which all of us would
regret

( DR ROBERT MUMMERY

LDS RCS (Eng ) FIAOS
DENTAL SURGEON

1-1 a Casa Nova Teixido
(next door to Hotel La Massana)
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La Massana
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS

THE ART GROUP

Report by Nina O'Brien (Phone: 837772)

ne of our Art Group Members, Irene Percival, won

the first prize in a first time multi media competition.
There were 118 entrics by Senior Citizens at the well
attended (800) Festa Magna on 27*, of September. Prizes
were awarded by Marc Forne with Irene's oil painting
“Los Tres Amigos™ gaining first prize.
We, the Art Group Members, are very pleases and proud
of Irene and we hope fpr more success. Recognition of
an artist's work by gaining award is truly appreciated by
any artist.
We meet Fridays (whenever possible) from 1pm to 4 pm
in our studio in Andorra la Vella. Members can use the
studio on any other day as needed. For imformation call
Nina O'Brien at 837772 or Val Rylatt at 835606.

THE COMPUTER
GROUP

computer group usually holds meetings every other

Thursday at the Hotel Rutllan in La Massana at 11
a.m. We are a friendly Group, so members usually meet
for coffee in the bar beforchand.
The Group actively encourage new members and
everyone is most welcome from beginners to experts. The
meetings take the form of a chat group where members
are encouraged to ask questions and discuss problems.
The subjects discussed include issues related 1o hardware,
software, viruses and websites, etc.
Thanks to our experts Brian Keep, Peter Smith, Peter
Jennings and Malcolm Hamnis for their help.

For further mformation, please contact:
Brian Keep: 839070

e-mail bkeep@andoma.ad

Richard Hooker: 835142

c-mail richard.hooker@andorraad

VIATGES

CPANTOURS

YOUR TRAVEL AGENCY IN ANDORRA

a Rebés, 11 Tel: 804 010 - Fax:
o ANDORRA LAVELLA 04011

e mail. pantowrsigandornma.ad

THE PATCHWORK
GROUP

by Gil Formston

'I\c Patchwork group is still as busy as ever. We have
fiftcen regular members, a real squeeze round my
dinning room table, with overflow onto the sitting room
sofas, if all attend. However, the foreign community in
Andorra being very transient and many having families
scattered all over the world, the weekly patchwork group
mectings consist of 5 to 10 members.

What does the group make? Well, *Nothing 1s too much
ofachallenge’ Double-bed quilts, lap and crib quilts, wall-
hangings, cushions, bags, waistcoats, faux-chenille, dolls,
bears and chickens. Flannel 1s a popular fabric and
Japanese Kimono silk has been expenmented with, Some
members specialise in folk/country pieces and prefer
appliqué; others try every technique going and are known
for a love of crazy colour combinations and novel fabrics.
Some work slow and carefully, hand-stitching everything
and then beautifully hand-quilting the resulting
masterwork. Others are sewing-machine devotees who
ammve ¢ach week with something newly, and rapidly,
made, There are the finishers who never begin a new work
until the old are complete; and there are those uncontrolled
enthusiasm for some new project means an unstoppable
growth of UFO’s. In other words, a pretty normal group
of patch workers!

And what has been “in fashion® for the patch working
ladies of Andorra in 20027 Well, quilts, which have been
made by the dozen for friends, children and grandchildren,
and posted or carried to all comers of the globe.

As you can see we are very productive and will one day
get round to organising an exhibition BUT we have
managed to produce a group quilt, which we are going to
raffle and proceeds are going to the Chanity — Hope and
Homes for Children, this is a charity that helps to find a
family and future for young victims of war or disaster. It
is also the chanity that the English Speaking Church of
Andorra has chosen to dedicate 25% of its income to for
the year 2003. Tickets are 2_ cach, 3 tickets for 5, and
can be purchased from any member of the Patchwork
Group and also at coffee momings every Wednesday at
the Paris Londres Hotel. The raffle will be drawn on the
14* February 2003. Pleasc help us and buy a ticket, itis a
very worth ~ while cause, as the people who went to the
talk given by Col. Mark Cook OBE, in October, will
appreciate.

A photograph of the quilt can seen on page 16 (colour
section).It1s a lovely, full size quilt 97 inches by 77 inches,
and will fit in with most colour schemes. We have put a
lot of time and effort into producing this lovely quilt, and
truly amazing group cffort, please support us and buy a
ticket for this very worthwhile chanty,
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NEWS FROM THE
GROUPS

THE TENNIS GROUP

by Dick Gillingham

his will be just a quick effort taking a break from

packing for our hols. My packing responsibilitics lic
with the tooth brushes and aspirins and something
something else (which | forget). After a year of the nigours
of this job, we are off on a much eamed rest leaving behind
no emergency telephone contact number in case someone
1s looking for a fourth for some strange double or another.
After this year, | think we should have a sober assessment
of our performance to date and what we plan for next
year:
We have not tned to do too much and in this we have
succeeded. All we have really done 15 to have three Tennis
International Tournaments which have all gone
surprisingly well and which we enjoyed. The events have
all been well supported (and thanks to all of you who
have participated). For the last event in Escaldes (held on
14" October) we had 16 contestants filling up the 4 courts
reserved which tested us to the limit our organizational
capabilities, The infallible computer generated numbers
table had not been tested to these extremes but it has been
punishingly tweaked and so hopefully will perform better
next ime, We plan to continue with these events next year
roughly around the same times (mid April, Mid Summer,
and mid October). It is all something we can build and
add on to.
Next year, we are thinking of cranking up the ratchet a bit
and organizing a few social events as a group happily
watching some matches of Grand Slam events (so we can
all *Oooh and Aaah’ Instead of *Ugh and Ouch’ together)
After extensive and enjoyable research of large screens
in public places of Andorra, we think we have a venue
with agrecable hosts. We will probably select a match for
the Australian Open to start with (3* weck in January
probably).
The tennis list is still abysmal. Before resorting to the
sick we will try the carrot approach. For the first person
to call (836528) and show the sheer brass to join us two
on the tennis list, there will be a prize bottle of bubbly
(and that's not Badoit!). Otherwise, we will have to bring
out the pliers and clippers. So do not hang back.
Remember the saying:

“On the plains of hesitation lie the bleached bones of

countless thousands who sat down waited and waiting
they died...."

What that has to do about tennis | do not know but | am
sure our editor appreciates another inch filled in,

OK. So back to the packing: Toothbrushes, Aspirins, and
what clse? Of course. ... Tennis Rackets for restringing at
Oshman Supersports!!

Arrive at the bome and | @ i

mm
PACHC

enjoy everything you bave
been searching for...

| health problems.

{ Ann & Eddie Nielson - La Massana

WE ARE LOOKING FOR

EMPLOYMENT??
We are a middie aged Scandinavian couple,
professional in taking care of people with

We speak English, German and a little
Spanish.
‘ For further information call us on
| 838482
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THE INTERNATIONAL SINGERS

don’t think I'm giving away any secrets when | say

“We wish you a Merry Christmas’. We also very much
hope 10 sec you at one, or more, of our concerts.
We're kicking off our Eleventh Festival of International
Christmas Music in the Medieval Banqueting Hall at *EIl
Castell, Seu d'Urgell at 8.30pm on Friday, 6™
December: wonderful ambience, great songs while a
delicious, if expensive, dinner can be ordered from the
hotel for before or after the concert. We will be making a
collection at the door for Alzheimer's sufferers.
Next we move back to the Festival's roots, to where our
Christmas concerts began. We will be singing in the
*Ordino Church on Sunday, 8* December at Spm. As
usual refreshments will be served outside the church
afterwards.
The following weekend we have two more concerts. On
*Saturday, 14" December at approximately 9.15pm
(after Mass) we will be performing in the church of Santa
Maria del Fener (opposite the Andorra la Vella fire station
near the Plaza Gallery and Hotel) while the last of our
pre-Christmas concerts will be held in the simple
Renaissance church of *Canillo at Spm on Sunday, 15*
December. If you've never been there why not give it a
try? It's really lovely.
After which we take a rest until January when we hope to
be singing in the *Cathedral of La Seu at Spm on 6™
January but this still has to be confirmed.
You're wondering what sort of programme we have chosen
for you this year? As usual the carols come from many
wraditions: English, American, Catalan, Spanish, French,
German and Latin and from different periods. We've added
Seven new songs 1o our repertoire and are particularly happy
with two modem spirituals written by two of our favourite
composers: Jay Althouse and Don Besig, and an Andalusian
carol which required weeks of sleuthing before we tracked
down the original words, uncarthed for us from the Intemet
by the owner of an antique shop... Good classical pieces
suitable for small choirs are not casy to come by but we
hope you will enjoy our latest offering from Handel. And
then of course we have to choose some carols where you
100 ¢an join in with gusto. The problem here is that there
are only a limited number known to all communities. So
this year we've decided 1o offer the rousing Hark the Herald
at Ordino (a predominantly English-speaking audience),
and the jolly Catalan carol EI Desembre Congelat at the
other concerts along with the universally popular Silent
Night, Joy to the World and Adeste Fideles. So do come
along and get into the Christmas mood, and please bring
your purses as we will, as usual, be collecting after the
church concerts for local people in need.
And so what have we been up to since | last wrote? Well
practising mainly - and under fairly trying circumstances,
for which Barbara and Binnic deserve gold medals for
tenacity - indeed there was a time when they both threatened
1o throw in the sponge. Choir members seem to have been
more mobile than ever this year and I don’t think we have
had a full compliment at any rehearsal since July. Even

more reason for you to sign up and swell our numbers. ...
At the beginning of October that excellent local chanity
‘Patronat de les Dames de Nostra Senyora de Meritxell'
(they catch the people, many of them foreigners, who fall
between the cracks in Andoma’s welfare system) marked
their 30* Anniversary. And they invited us to sing a
celebratory Mass plus a few songs in the Meritxell
Sanctuary; not only a great honour but also a pleasure
although it did distract us from our Christmas rehearsing.
And later a few of us were able to use the same very
beautiful Kyrie Eleison, Sanctus and Agmus Dei when
Jenny asked us to sing for her mother, Anne Keown-
Boyd's Requiem Mass.

Recently we have welcomed Lurdes Querol, a strong
Catalan soprano who immediately fitted into our family
and came with us on a hilarious, illicit visit to Gigi who
was in hospital after a knee operation. [llicit because it
was Gigi's birthday and we came armed with three bottles
of cava, two birthday cakes and some peanut butter
cookies. We placed the ‘singing’ candle in the centre of
the cake, lit it and as it squeaked out Happy Birthday to
You some dozen of us processed solemnly into Gigi's
room, immediately reducing the birthday girl to tears of
emotion. She repaid us a week later by leaving hospital at
6pm and coming to choir practice at 8.15. Now there's
loyalty for you!

To end our report this year | thought I would introduce
you to a couple more of the Singers behind the voices:
this time the two remaining founder members, both
English.

Brenda Ross. Brenda came from a old-fashioned musical
background, singing round the piano on Sunday
afternoons. Her father played piano-accordion, piano and
mandolin, all by ear. Her aunt was a concert pianist.

As a child Brenda was induced to sing picces like
Jerusalem and Ave Maria at local concerts, and attended
a musically-onentated Grammar School where she sang
n the choir, She also had one year of cello lessons though
never really leamt to “read music™.

After working in a stock broker’s for two years, she decided
to become an air stewardess, first training in hotel reception
and then taking a post as governess to the Rothschild
grandchildren in Panis to brush up her school French, There
followed a fabulous year of living in luxury and being fed
by one of the best chefs in Paris!  She finally realised
her ambition and became an air stewardess with BEA.,
flying European routes and, with Cyprus Airways, 1o
Bahrain where she met Sandy on a night stop. They married
in 1959 and lived in Bahrain until 1986. They had a son
and daughter, both born in Bahrain, and took the
opportunity of travelling the world during long leaves,
Brenda worked with U.T.A French Airlines and British
Airways, both for S years, and thoroughly enjoyed herself
- as only Brenda can! In Sandy’s oil company, she became
involved in musical comedy giving twice annual shows
until she eventually joined the Manama Singers, a choir
with up to 60 members, some ex-professional. They sang
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light operettas, show music and, of course, Christmas and
Easter music.

Newly settled in Andorra, Brenda was overheard singing
on a Hash and immediately invited 1o join Ann Lamb’s
Christmas church choir. That eventually led, in 1989, to
the founding of The International Singers in which she
played a major role. Brenda has been a faithful, lively and
much appreciated member ever since,

Clare Allcard. | am the other remaining founder member.
When it came to singing both my mother and my
kindergarten teacher despaired of me. But I've always
fancied a challenge and after attending 10 schools in three
different countries managed to pass the audition to my
last school's choir. Later the BBC wanted to use our Carols
and Nativity Scenes as their Christmas offering. Our head
mistress turned the offer down because one day someone
in the choir sang a wrong note in Chapel - wasn't me,
honest!

1 left school to act but ended up nursing. Then, aged 22, |
met Edward and sailed off 1o 20 years of vagabonding
with nary a choir in sight. As a child I had taken piano
lessons but this involved bicycling past a wood reputed to
be haunted and, after a winter of negotiating it with my
eyes tight shut, | decided to become a cowgirl instead.
But the desire to master a musical instrument did not fade.
At various times | attempted to teach myself the tenor
recorder, bongo drums, clarinet and guitar none with any
marked success. Though 1 did receive a certificate at the
end of a course in classical guitar held at the Chinese Young
Mens' Christian Association in Singapore..

When 1 first came to Andorra | was struck by the fact that
the only ex-pats | saw under the age of 90 appeared to
sing in the English-speaking Church’s choir. | joined and,
as mentioned above, it was from that small group that the
International Singers grew. A couple of months later our
director, the jazz pianist René de Knight, gave us our
fortuitous name as, soon after that, we joined the Club
Internacional. Then, too, | started singing lessons with
Teresa Vidal to whom I've been going regularly ever since.
In 1992 I took over from Hans Kiacr as group leader. As
The Singers became more and more international - at
present we have 11 nationalities - | was metamorphosed
into the organitzadora - much more fun!

So, once again, if any of you enjoy singing and can do so
in tune do come along to a Thursday practice 8.15pm at
Santa Maria del Fener and see what we get up to. There's
no obligation to join. Ring either Clare Allcard on 836
269 or Maria Teresa Raurcll on 836 123, We'll welcome
you with open arms.

Winter rentals - villas &
apartments in Pollensa
and Puerto Pollensa.

Kate & James +34 606 838 995
www.winterinmajorca.com

CLEANING, PRESSING &
LAUNDRY SERVICE

J.F. SERVEXIS, K S.L.
/. Las Boigues,

Ed. Pic Blanc 402 Escaldes
Tel: 86 22 33 Mobile: 33 83 19
Cleaning Service -
carpets, rugs, sofas, mattresses
WE WILL COME TO YOUR HOME

TO COLLECT

AND DELIVER
FREE DEMONSTRATION

INVICO

Eastablished in 1969

ESTATE AGCENTS &
COMPANY MANAGEMENT
We offer you a personalised fiiendly servive backod
by over 2% yoars experience
Progesty rentals amd mainienans e
INVICO, S.1.. Casa Areny
L, Av., BT Traves,
(Carreterns 4" Ordino), La Masmans
Welz * 376 K39241 Fax: * 376 810243

DE-C-ORA HFEES

ANTONIO RAMOS TALLER_

READY MADE CURTAINS & BLINDS
MADE TO MEASURF SOFT FURNISHINGS
UPHOLS TERY/FURNITURE RESTORATION. IRON FURNITURE MADE TO ORDER & DESIGN

CRAD ORDINO - ED. SANT ROCH, LA MASSANA (PRINCIPAT I ANDORRA) TEL: $39405/340589
CLOSED SATURDAY & MONDAY
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HOTEL CARLEMANY

Inasgurated in 1953 and completely renovated during 2001,
The Hotel Carlemany is one of the most tradstional Hetels in
The Principality of Andorra.

33 comfortable reoms, very nicely furninhed and totally somadproofed.
They are fully oquipped with: thermal water,
Self-governing sir conditioner and heating, mini har,

Safe box, internet plug, Canal Plu, Video and Radio,

The Hotel is completed with its “Au Boa Rencontre™ Restaurant
Where you will enjoy “The new Pyrencan Cuisine™ from J.R Fare,

#'s Bar *Flor de Lils™ and a conference room for small imgy and bang

Avingeds Carfemany 4
Escaldes - Ergoaday
Tel (#376) $70 850 - Fax, 370 0%
e-mail Cardemamv@hotebariemany.ad

www hotelcariemany ad

TERMES CARLEMANY

Ownr Thermal Centre offers you: Sassa, Thermal bath,
Thermal Jacurri, Fitness room,
Beauty tr Conve 1| and underwater mavapes.
Anthatress and shmming programs, deetetic menws and
A summer thermal swimming pool SOmetres from the Hetel.
The best professionals will take care of you,
your health and beauty.
Owur daily care is te maintain and improve the relatiombapn
with our geests, a warm welcome and modern (restments
and programs are our constant challengen

For mere information please contact:
Tel, (+376) 570058 - Fax 570 0%

c-muil Termesa hotebcariemany.ad

B S -
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Restaurant

['Hisenda
i g B

BELGIAN GASTRONOMIC

Ask for our suggestions
13.00h - 15.30h
Closed on Tuesday

Cra. Coll d'Ordino, Ed. Safir i Robi
ORDINO - Tel: 839 267

20.00h - 22.00h

Porquets’ si Ciber-tate

Roast Chickens on demand |
{ ' Burgers - Salads - Sandwiches
Natural Fruit Juices -
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TRAVELLING IN ANDALUCIA

by David Baines

Wc started off in Andorra with a well-organised pickup system of passenger collection assisted by helpful volunteers
who assembled less able people in designated bus stops. The bus was driven by Cesar, a Cuban, now resident for

the last five years in Andorra.
his passengers as being an
passenger bus through
enter with a car. The bus was
stopped frequently enough.
the almond trees of
the oranges of Valencia and
Andalucia. The countryside
grandeur especially in the
regions, which i1s only
apparent lack of zoning
In Valencia we stayed
the journey as a tour of the
a street map of the city which
the one-way street system,
outwards from the hotel. We
sightsecing tours of the arca
way in

The highlight of any visit to Granada is of course the Alhambra,
which draws more visitors than any other place in Spain. On a
previous visit it drew so many that [ couldn’t see anything, However,
the crowds are now restricted to 8700 tuckets per diem including
guided groups of not more than 30, which enter on a nigidly enforced
schedulethis arrangement seemed to improve crowd control,

An unusual sight in town, was the Ojo de Granada, a camera
obscureas used by Leonardo da Vinci. It is a rotating periscope and
lens system that focuses the external scene onto the horizontal table

He was gencrally assessed by
expert in manocuvring his 46-
streets, most would hesitate to
comfortable, and not full, and
The journcy was pleasant and
Catalunya soon gave way to
later the Olive groves of
in Spain has a majestic
geology of the mountain
slightly hampered by the
regulations.

overnight; as much a break in
town. Inbound the driver had
unfortunately failed to show
that all seemed to radiate
had scveral consccutive
before we finally snaked our

= |

-~

within a
darkened
room, giving
a detailed
view of the
area. It must
be a desirable
tool for any well-equipped voyeur and perhaps an obvious
investment opportunity for those wishing to examine the views of
Andorra,

The bus took us to Guadix, where the signpost indicated “Los
Trogloditos™. Here residents have solved the problem of acquiring
building matenals for their houses, by burrowing into clay hills and
making caves. The caves have small consructions at the entrance to
imitate conventional, though very narrow, houses. In the hills behind
the streets, numerous whitewashed chimneys poke out of the ground
betraying the extent of the excavations beneath, Occasionally,
according 10 a local resident, unsurveyed house enlargement can
cause the digger to accidentally break into his neighbour’s room.
Back in Scvilla there was a moment of comedy in the Alcazar, when
one of the Celtic members of our group with a keen interest in textiles
wondered how such materials could have been reproduced so
realistically on one of the numerous statues within the building, on
testing the texture with her finger, she found that the statue, Pygmalion
style, sprang into life. Her reaction produced much screaming and
Jjumping about because it was really a mime artist who was trying to
keep still!
12
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Sevilla C 'a.lhednl
i

Cadiz

Group phote, Sevilla

Andorra Property
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N U E vV 0

Descubra los secretos
del suefio noruego. =

Svane® offers you the leadership in Scandinavian resting products. At last a truly new concept,

original products, prime quality and all to offer you exceptional comfort.

You can enjoy them in our range of fixed beds that reflect the true concept of Nordic rest, or W' EN RORUS
our articulated beds, equipped with the exclusive Sistema Plus™ or our Stressless® armchairs.

Discover the secrets of Nordic sleep with Svane®. m

Descubra la gama Svane” en su Concestonarnio Ohcral Svane -Stressless

Mas cdrcano

m cem mOMI Av. Tarragons, 34 Andorra La Vella Teledono +376 B6D 934

Rberayous 4 Ancorma www.centmobel.com

14



Club Internacional d° Andorra

Sillones & Sofas

Stese

DISFRUTE DEL CONFORT

If you haven’t yet tried Stressless® then you have not
enjoyed the true pleasure of rest. Our range of
Stressless® armchairs, sofas and beds with the
exclusive Sistema Plus™ and it's 10 year guarantee

brings you, thanks to its advanced technology, that

extra that will bring the comfort that you need, and cen mo e
only Stressless® from Ekornes® can offer you, Av Taragora 34

adapting itself like no other to all your movements. To J Rberaypa 41

Acerguese a conocer o Espaco Confort Stressless”

cn su (U oncessonano ( Myl

your position, To your style. To your decoration. mkw. L2 vees

Telefono « 376 860 534
*Stressless® s una marca registrada del grupo noruego W CrmEToted com m
Ekornes¥®,
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Photographys relating to: TRAVELLING IN ANDALUCIA
Article pages 13 & 16

‘ Alhambra

Guadix,
Trogloditos
Cordoba

“Los Tres Amigos™
by Irene Percival

Group quilt which will be
raffled for charity

Reference Art Group / patchwork articles on page 6.

P Andorrq:Holidadys

Walking, Mountains

§erVISS|m

VACANCES
AFAMRTAMENTL " HALRETE"VAOANORES

16



Club Internacional d"Andorra

TRAVELLING IN ANDALUCIA

Continued

Formerly the Alcazar arca was inhabited by Jews, Moslems and Christians, who lived together in peace and harmony,
offering a moral metaphor contrasting today’s political problems.

We had three nights in Sevilla and of all the hotels we stayed in, the
Emparodor Trajano was perhaps the only disappointment. It was our most
expensive hotel. It had 4 stars, which were possibly self-appointed, but
despite this drawback the city was
well worth the visit.

The Gonzalez Byass sherry group
offered a tour of their distillery and
we were escorted through the
plant, where, the grape harvest
being over, we missed the
production phase of their Sherries
but viewed the cavernous stores,
waiting to mature. Here they have
adopted the habit of asking famous visitors, not us, to autograph the barrels, creating
the worlds largest guest book. Here conspicuous topers like W.S. Churchill lies
almost alongside the temperate Mrs Thatcher, and King Juan Carlos but the stars
of the display were a troop of dipsomaniacal mice that were doing cartwheels near
the exit having been supplied with a daily wine glass of Oloroso, equipped with a
mousc-size boarding ladder that allowed them to access the sherry. Management
stated that the mice preferred Oloroso to Tio Pepe but 1 don’t know if you can rely
on rodents as vineal authorities, Occasionally the population explodes, due no doubt
10 the never-ending office party, where even humans have been known to slip the
moral cuff under similar circumstances.But letting the cat in for a while redresses
this problem. It seems a poor way to treat the junior staff.!

Toledo was more an over-night rest enroute than a chance to visit, and by the
time the party had puffed up the hill from the bus’ closest approach, and checked
in at the Hotel Carlos V, (one star less and cheaper, but twice as good as the
Hotel in Seville.) dusk was falling. As we set off into town, it was too late to sce
many of the sights of this remarkable city. There was a tourist tractor-train that
offered a quick tour of the city but it had already stopped. Perhaps another visit
is necessary. Next moming the bus was positioned nearly outside the hotel door
after another masterpicce of urban navigation.

Perhaps itis in recognition of the wealth that the tourists bring, that despite the
overwhelming number of them on the streets, most of the residents were
unaggressively friendly, and very willing to help strangers,

This is the third CIA tour that [ have joined and I have suggested to Ann that she
convene another to Tuscany, Florence and Venice, perhaps in the carly spring,
when the weather
might reduce the
tourist load to allow
better access to the
places of interest,
She said she might

do so

Photographs relating to this article kindly ]
supplied by Clare Allcard,and Diana Stansby. J
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NEW MEMBERS OF
THE EDITORIAL
SUB-COMMITTEE

9

b

Hcm is a picture of David and me taken in our home
in Toronto, the house that 1 somewhat reluctantly
agreed to sell over a year ago. Since then, we arrived in
Andorra and, to my surprise, have been welcomed into a
community of fascinating people... | never cease 1o be
amazed at the previous exploits of others we have met.
They make our past lives seem quite tame in comparison!
Nevertheless, as new members of the Editorial Committee
for the Magazine, we would like to introduce ourselves.
David was bomn in Stoke — on Trent and graduated from
Sheffield University with an Honours degree in
Mathematics. He spent a year in Nigeria teaching and on
his retumn decided Canada scemed a more exciting place
to live. In Canada he became a qualified actuary, moved
to work in Bermuda for several years and then went back
to Canada where he gave up mortality/morbidity tables.
He went on to found an insurance brokerage that he ran
for a further 10 years. His most recent carcer was as an
independent Investment Advisor. As such, in his role of
Business Co-ordinator for the Magazine, he would seem
10 be ideally suited, at lcast *on paper”!

I was born in Canada but moved to England at the age of
4 and lived a typical life as an English girl. At 21, [ decided
1o reinstate my right to being a Canadian citizen and
retuned to Canada, albeit with my English *accent’. |
attended the University of Toronto, graduated with an
Honours degree in French and subsequently worked as
an Insurance Consultant. (No connection; | just needed a
job! It’s also where David and 1 met.) Much later, 1
obtained a Master’s degree in Adult Education and
Counsclling and became a Career Consultant, You may
wonder what any of this has to do with being one of the
Editors of the CIA Magazine. Well, I have always had a
sncaking passion for getting my ideas down on paper. In
addition, in my previous advice-giving, consulting roles
I quickly realised that it was much easier 1o correct others”
work than 1o do it myself. Just like Editors!

As for the two of us working together. ... For those who
have alrcady met us, you may have noticed that we have
a healthy disrespect for cach other’s ideas unless they make
sense, It probably seems like arguing but we think of it as
a debate.

Looking forward to working with you,

Sandra Reid and David Perkin

P.S All of us involved with the Magazine always welcome
your ideas and comments on how we could improve the
publication. Would you like to see more of this or less of
that? Please let us know. Remember, it’s yowr magazine,
so tell us want yowr want to read about! Better still; why
not write an article for a future edition that you think would
be of interest to other readers? Don't be shy — even
Hemingway had to start somewhere, He then went on to
run with the bulls in Pamplona!

TRADITIONAL FRENCH CUISINE
DUCK SPECIALITY

RESERVE TADLE ON
WEEKENDS AND
BANK MOLIDAYS -

CLOSED SUNDAY
NIGHY AND
MONDAY

D' ARANS

ATAnNs (Ordino) Prncipat dANGOm

LA FONT

Tel: 850 830

ROSARIO MARTINS

- English, French & Spanish Spoken

Ed T seosc. 2.
SERVICES PROVIDED ww

COVER - MASSANA

ALL ASPECTS OF Tel: 837 516

RELOCATION INC. Mobde: 323 206
RESIDENCIAS o-mail. ihortzofandorra. ad

Taller Mecanic d'Automobils

RM-3 <«

Edif. Montané
Telafon: 836 354
LA MASSANA
(Principat d"Andorra)
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; NEW KENNELS
h OFENED END FEB 2000
) Horda Del Batilevell
—— RS T : Cera. d*'Arvia, Lh

s/mn, Montferrer

| DOGS HOME -

|

| Only 4 km from Sewu d'Urgell SROONING DY

| - Cleaned daily & disinfected A R Gy Rt e o

! = Individual mwals served
- New premises o0 ase., welaht, PFRODUCTS FOR DOCS:

! « Situsted in e rarel ares, m M—nt. Hy ghene &

| Sevdividiual uaseved * Wallus daily RUN BY A PULLY QUALIFIED
- - wesane s

| - Futly heases - m"‘“‘l“‘ S o x YETERINARY

| - Parking for dog-trailers ml‘u"' -““ 39 20 &9 72

S—— s ————————————————

I 5.0 .

COMPUTERS
INTERNET
WEBSITES
E-MAIL
INSTALLATION
PROBLEM-SOLVING
ANTI-VIRUS
TUITION

Peter Smith
Mob: 321858 E-maill: sicom@andorra.ad

7 ' : = A

HOTEL I APARTHOTEL COSMOS

(Guest private parking - Hotel Cosmos)
|
|

\/,

f f@@
l /\Kw

i \/(” \\\

‘ CUINA I ENOLOGIA ITALIANA
| Full menu, menu of the day and pizza

Avinéuda de les Escoles 10
| /Santa Anna s/n
| Escaldes-Engordany

| Tel. 870 755 - Fax. 863 015
____ www.hotelcosmos.ad
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ANDORRA NINETY YEARS AGO

ANDRE GIDE : AJOURNAL OF ANDORRA.

Translated by James Kirkup

Al Canillo, on the first floor of a little ale-house, we
are served bread, flat slices of sausage full of hot
pepper, goat cheese, eggs fried in rather nauscating oil; a
harsh, blackish wine.

Escaldes: thermal baths; we were dreaming of pools like
those at Alet, with waters to our liking, hot and cold....
All we found was a mediocre hotel built half-way across
the road; the baths they offered us did not tempt us at
all.... As soon as we had ordered dinner, we set off up the
torrential nver we had just come down, seeking a sheltered
spot 1o bathe

This abominable inn! While I'm writing this, a
phonograph is barking in the sitting room, where we are
going to cat soon. Six priests armve and are at once made
to feel at home. We wanted to lunch at eleven, and then
leave in order to be able to spend the night at Seu d’ Urgel.
They made us wait for the regular meal time.

“You're in no hurry™, the inn keeper informed us.

“How do you know?™

“Oh, you're not the first foreigners I've had to serve.”
What a meal! Though we have a good appetite by now,
we skip certain unmentionable dishes; but all through the
meal, the inn keeper takes care to fan his guests with an

enormous fly-switch made of multicoloured stripes of

cloth

At Andorra la Vella one can see: & goose with one wing
growing backwards right to its beak; a duck without a
beak: a hen with a wooden leg: on the way out of the
village, a mule with a broken leg that it flings out sideways
as it walks, like locomotors ataxia. That's all,

x Oxfam

C/Paat e b Cosss, Q-Mwb%‘.bz
4 Le Mans-botiza »

w Td: (306) §22 155

mpa»fuld
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The rock faces reverberate with the heat. The road is
bordered by box and hellebore. Armived in Santa Julia de
Loria towards four o' clock. Our chief desire was to get to
Seu as quickly as possible, but | felt exhausted, and
besides, this evening we cannot find a mule to carry our
baggage into Spain. They unload the one we hired at Le
Hospitalet and which is not allowed to pass the Spanish
frontier. The ropes have kept tied on its back a mountain
of coats, blankets and the big sack of brown cloth in which
are bundled together with clothes and provisions. After
some days of co-habitation in this sack; the most disparate
objects have found themselves in intimate contact with
on¢ another; tins have split open and poured out their
contents; everything is stuck together and transformed into
a conglomerate of nameless mess. My umbrella has come
out of it best—an umbrella | didn't know what to do with
as | couldn’t pack it in a suitcase nor leave anywhere to
be picked up later, and that the muleteer handed back to
me bent almost double, having taken on a surprisingly
metal stem, but as soon as | attempted to open it, the whole
thing, worn by the rubbing of the ropes, let its alpaca fall
10 pieces.

Day’s end by the riverside; children are setting nets that
they will go and pull in at dawn next moming

The heat on the terrace where we are dining, lit by an
acetylene lamp. Heat in the bedrooms; bugs. J is convinced
that they are descended from Saint Joseph, a benevolent
saint, whose smile is suspended over his bed; (above mine
is Saint Ignatius). Can it be true that its half-unstuck
portrait is harbouring them? Between the brass bedstead
with its decorative medallion and the cheap colour print
he liberally sprays insect powder, which makes him snecze
a lot, without at all scaring away the bedbugs

ensacio
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Sunday

Four o'clock; first sounds from the square; a cat mewing
with hunger in the corridor; | can hear the cldest of the
last night’s fisher children getting ready to go down to
the niver, the owner 's son; already two others are waiting
for him; I get up and lean over the balcony; the square is
grey with ash. The children recognise me and call to me.
They have donned the soaking clothes they wore the night
before. The summit of the mountain trembles and grows
paler, but all colours are still asleep; an old woman leading
scraggy horses... I've hardly closed my eyes all night.
The air is filled with a vinous odour. | go back to bed for
a few moments.

Five o'clock: | start off, lcading the way, meeting briefly
the young fisher boys who wave to me from the other
bank; they "ve complaining that someone has raised their
nets, and they ve caught one fish, only one! There they
are all soaking wet again, but still laughing.

The extraordinary narrowness of this valley; here we are,
without realizing it, in Spain. The river is getting deeper;
a canal runs along beside it, which we follow, leaving
the road where from afar we see our horses raising the
dust

As soon as we are through the customs, an inn where
they serve us black sausage and miserable goat cheese.
At the back of the room that the outside brightness makes
dark, there is a staircase with steps made from slate; a
listle girl, naked, is sitting on the bottom step. She is
watching a lamb being gutted: the inn keeper is hanging
up the innards under the low ceiling; a little later, suddenly
standing up, | banged my forchead against them. Our
guide, seated beside us, seasons a tomato with greyish
salt. On the table, escaping from the cheese comes
crawling a skinny, lively maggot. The old innkeeper's
wife weighs the sausage to judge how much of it we've
caten,

CONCLUSION

1 Quote I

I There is no lift to success. I
I You have to take the stairs. I

Cristofol
Fine furniture and woodwork
made t

Using the best matenals from around the world we
design, make and install furniture 10 suit you and

Period fireplace

Longcase clock with painted dial
TV and n-fi cabinct
Computer desk
Bookshelves
4 poster Bed
y it

Restoration
Repair
Alteration
- Copies
For information, free advice or an estimate, call
lan Sharp on

LABORATORI
FLAQUE
ORTOPEDIA

Josep M* Flagué
ORTOPEDIC TITULAT CONSULTOR

Av. Miquel Mateu, 7 - ESCALDES
(al costat del Motel Paris Loncres)
Tel. Fax: 826 258
SANITAY wOUSL
ClUnd 4
ANDORRA
Tel: 8262%

4
s Ty %
PIC NEGRE - LA MASSANA - T 737780
PIC NEGRE - ARINSAL TAMA27
PIC NEGRE - SOLDEV T.A51580
PIC NEGRE - CANILLO « TA5300%

" Pn("'NEepE
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gufo & marc vell

restaurants

Specialities:
Carn a la brassa, fondue (meat & raclette), pizza and pasta

Lunch from 1 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. (closed Monday)
Dinner from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
(home orders delivered - phone 837 670)
Lunch Menu changes daily, 1500 Ptes, includes wine, water, etc.

marc vell (next to Garralla) ufo

Carretera General s/n v. De les escoles, 16
Ed Casa Nova Grillaire ESCALDES-ENGORDANY
#:.M::,s-,s 2-',‘: Tel: 820 713

) l//_ ‘\I
(mmoemam PROFIMA\ S‘m"l.\—sy',,.(-.mm;
Edif. Font Baixos SATELLITE TV |
INSTALLATION
T s ra e B
Santi Marin El Busto: 331533 e e |
Tel: 850 200 Mobile: 321858
\ Lesley Pittock: 337857 j

E-mail: sicom@ andorra.ad

Wt

\l_¥: —

KIS TAN HANT 11 . NAAVITINGC XINIERILL AN

INTERNATIONAL CUISINE
CLUR NOUSE OF EL TORRENT IVANIDORRA PITCH & PUTY
Tel, 837 452
XIXERELLA - LA MASSANA SPECIALISTS IN:
(Principat d'Andorra) KEBABS & SPARE RIBS
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CASA SERVEI S.L.

REMOVALS AND STORAGE

CASTANYEDA

by Peter Parkinson

A s for at lcast the past seven years, | took part in the
ual Castanyeda event in Ordino, outside the

Sports Centre. The weather was not too cold, and there
must have been more than one hundred participants, not
all present at the same time. 1 did not recognise any Club
Members among them. As usual, there was an accordionist
1o liven things up a little, and there were the usual muscatel
wine and roast chestnuts, served in a conical newspaper
container. They were roasted over wood fires in steel
brazers, which added some warmth on a cold evening.
This time the portions seemed to me much larger than
usual, so that more than half the chestnuts were left over.
No matter; when shelled there were enough to make in
the morning a worthwhile amount of chestnut puree after
putting through my blender. While doing this | reflected,
just why do we eat chestnuts on All Hallows™ Eve? So |
looked it up in the Encyclopacdia Britannica and in “The
Golden Bough™ by Sir J.G . Frazer. As onc might expect,
the answers to that simple question are complex and
uncertain, but make some sort of sense.

All Hallows' Eve certainly predates Christianaty. It was
believed that ghosts and witches wandered about in great
numbers on this day October 31%, and it was customary
in many countries of Europe to light boafires, Often an
image of a witch or other maleficent being, made of old
clothes, was burnt, perhaps an indication of human
sacrifice in pre- Chnstmas times. It does not need much
imagination 1o work out that in England the bonfire and
image burning has been transformer to Guy Fawkes Day
November 5%, to commemorate a plot to blow up King
James 1 and the House of Lords.

But still, why chestnuts? It seems that the Christian
authorities grafied on to the Celtic ritual a celebration of
the Roman Festival of Pomona, held about 1 November,
Nuts and apples, representing the winter store of fruit,
played an important part in this festival, and the roasting
of chestnuts was recorded in France two hundred or more
years ago.

So, next time you go to a Castanyeda, reflect that you are
taking part in a ritual dating back more than two thousand
years.

For all your Relocation Requirements

National and International
Two Weekly Groupage Service

[from owr U:K depot

Free Estimates
Packing Service
Storage
Full or part loads
Advice on documentation

Air and Sea Freight
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FRANCE - SPAIN - ITALY - UK. - DENMARK
SWITZERLAND - USA - AUSTRALIA - SAUDI
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Reg. Ofice: Naws Teinido, Nau 2, Local 2, La Massana
&' Anderra

Principat A
Tek (90 376) 835633 - Fax: (00 376) 837 428
Mobiles: (00 376) 325 509/ 323 340
E-mail: cservela mas ad
Web: www casaseryei.com

MEMBERS' CLASSIFIED
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TREATMENTS

ACUPUNCTURE - REFLEXOLOGY

for joint pain, oedema, bad circulation, skin
disorders, insomnia

also waxing, facials, massage, colour therapy

C/ Josep Rossell

Edif. Espiga Dorada (Baixos)

Tel.: 835 335 - Mobile: 339 223

LA MASSANA (Principat d'Andorra)

& mud baths
10% Discount for Members
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OUR AMAZON
ADVENTURE
(PART 4)

By Bill and Val Erry

On the 8% January 2000 at Spm we exited the river
Amazon and entered the South Atlantic Ocean. For
the next two days we cruised northward towards the

Caribbean, As usual there was a lot to do and to entertain
us on board. Val got busy in the Arts and Craft Class, Bill
attended a lecture by an ex US Ambassador. We saw some
films; Sunday cvening was ladics” night, Monday cvening
Show Time with an excellent cabaret,

At 9am on Tuesday 11* January 2000, we docked
at Port of Spain on the Island of Trinidad and Tobago
which is just off the coast of Venczuela at the south cast
comer of the Caribbean, Nearly all the Caribbean Islands
were originally colonized by Spanish, British, French,
Dutch, Portuguese and Americans. The Colonists
imported many black slaves from West Afnica and then
the Colonists fought amongst themselves trying to pinch
cach others’ Islands. The result is most of the Islands have
changed hands several times between the original
Colonists, Trinidad and Tobago is a typical example. The
main port is where we landed, Port of Spain, A big modem
city. Main Street is Richmond Street. The language
spoken is English. Other principal citics are San Fernando
and Sangre Grande. The population is mostly the
descendants of West African black slaves with sprinkling
of white people. Temperament very friendly, nice people.

Since our ship had docked right at the end of
Richmond Street literally in the middle of the downtown
area Val and | decided we would just make our own
walking tour. The city centre was well laid out with some
broad straight strects, gardens in the centre with tropical
trees, flowers and fountains. Modern office blocks
everywhere. In the narrower side streets we found lots of
interesting smaller shops, shopping malls etc. Then there
were large omate churches and Government buildings
which were all open free 1o visitors, We walked into the
Treasury building and were confronted with a huge coat
of arms above the words “Together we aspire, Together
we achieve.” This was flanked on either side with photos

of all those who had been Treasurers. It all looked very
orderly and democratic,

In the evening before the ship left a steel band
appeared on the dockside and they played a beautiful
traditional musical farewell to us as the sun went down in
the pouring rain. Inspite of the rain the general atmosphere
was so pleasant and happy that many of the passengers
were dancing on the dockside in the rain.

Our next stop was the following moming at Bequia,
a tiny island in the Grenadines not far to the north. The
ship docked at 7pm. We disembarked after breakfast at
what was really a large spread-out village. Bequia is a
typically beautiful tropical island. A tiny port, blue sky,
palm trees and a generally peaceful and idyllic place. At

1lam we departed for Georgetown on the island of St.
Vincent where we arrived at | pm. Georgetown was a
sleepy small town, very British on another typically
tropical island. Val and I disembarked with the general
intention to walk around and explore the place. After
passing a bunch of old British red telephone boxes we
came across several members of the ship's band haggling
with a minibus owner about the price of a tour of the
island. With our inclusion, two more persons at the same
price, the deal was clinched. We all boarded the minibus
and had a wonderful tour of Georgetown and the remoter
higher parts of the island including Kingstown, the capital,
and Fort Charlotte 600ft above sea level with fantastic
views of the Grenadines. We also stopped at the 200 year
old Botanical Gardens where a display of tropical trees,
including a Bread Fruit tree descended from the onginal
ones brought to St. Vincent by Capt. Bligh in 1793 and
other outstanding flora could be seen. We also visited the

Mesopotamia valley commonly called the food basket
because the soil is so rich and fertile. After a drink at a
beach bar we retumed to the Stella Solaris.

Wednesday evening, 12* January, we continued
sailing northwards towards the island of Antigua. It was
a lovely evening. We all danced on the deck under the
stars until quite late. Next day, Thursday 13" January, we
docked at Ipm ncar the capital of Antigua, St. John’s,
and a busthing interesting place with lots of charm. We
really enjoyed exploring it. A most peculiar sight was a
couple of gigantic cruise liners parked at the end of a row
of cars in a market street. It looked just as if the cruise
liners were parked on parking meters like cars, Nelson's
Dockyard is situated at the southern end of the island,
one of the safest land-locked harbours in the world which
has been carefully restored to its former glory.
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Our next port of call was in the U.S Virgin Islands.
This was the one exception to visiting different places on

the retumn trip, for we had visited the Island of St. Thomas
on the way out, but the town of Charlotte Amaliec was so
popular that everybody had voted to visit it again on the
retumn voyage. On the way out Val and 1 had taken the
submarine tour at St. Thomas and now we were looking
forward to visiting its excellent duty free shopping centres
Upon landing at 9am we were greeted by a young peoples”
steel band who gave us an enthusiastic welcome.

The shopping centres were fascinating. It was the
American/Caribbean version of Andorra La Vella, with
lots of first class jewellery shops thrown in for good
measure. We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and spent a
lot more money than we ought to have done, especially
on jewellery. Tanzanite is a very beautiful deep blue stone
offered by many of the better class shops. It is quite
expensive, but a good investment because the only mine
which produced it is in Tanzania and it has been closed
down because there was no more Tanzanite 1o be found

It took three more days of cruising to reach our
final home port, Fort Lauderdale, Flonda. The first two
days we encountered really rough seas and Val and | found
we had the dining room almost to ourselves! In calm
waters and lovely weather our Amazon Adventure came
to its close as we docked at Fort Lauderdale Sam on the
17 January 2000,

Rosa Mari Sopena

Directora
THE NEW TRAVEL AGENCY
IN ANDORRA WITH 25
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
CIDr. Nequi, 8 - Botiga 5
Tel: 806 006 Fax: 806 005
ANDORRA LA VELLA
(Principat d’Andorra)
E-mail:
emocions@andorra.ad
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A BRIEF ROYAL VISIT TO ANDORRA

by Maurice Vincents.

Whilc he was still a bachelor, on May 1* 1961, Don Juan Carlos de Bourbon, Prince of Asturias and heir to the throne
of Spain, crossed the frontier near Seo d"Urgel and entered Andorra for a few hours. It was a private visit. Quickly
he took off his uniform of student at the Spanish Military Academies and put on civilian clothing. But, after having been
greeted by the authorities of garrison of Seo, the prince, before anything else, entered the church St. Etienne of Andorra
la Vella to bow before the altar of the Virgin

It was only later that he changed at the Park Hotel, to receive the respects of the honourable Syndic General Francesc
Cayrat, accompanied by an advisor. Their meeting, in the presence of the military and civil chiefs of the houschold of
Juan Carlos, did not last long. The brief ceremony, in the hall of the Hotel, took place without several clients of the hotel
being aware of what was happening. Mr Cayrat make known to the Prince that this was the first time that a member of the
royal house of Spain has visited Andorra. Don Juan explained to the Syndic that the Co - Prince Bishop, Monscigneur
Iglesias Navarri, whom he had gone to greet at Seo, had strongly recommended that he should become acquainted with
Andorra

The grandson of Alfonso X111 stayed for barely two hours in the principality. Those who accompanied him asked that his
visit to a foreign country should be kept short. Very quickly Don Juan Carlos said farewell to the Andorran authoritics,
proceeding by car towards the frontier, after having discreetly put on his uniform again.

At Seo, a detachment of the army paid him their respects, and the Prince continued his study trip across Calatonia, to
Gerona and then to Barcelona.

On the day after his brief visit to Andorra, Don Juan Carlos announced officially his forthcoming marrage with Princess
Sophia of Greece. The Spanish press took the opportunity to recall that Franco had designated the Prince to, later, occupy
the throne of Spain.

(The French original of this article ~ an abridged translation by Peter Parkinson ~ appeared in the September/October
2001 issue of “L'Echo des Vallees™, published by the Andorra chapter of the Union des Frangais de I Etranger, to whom
we are grateful for permission to publish).

Tel: (+376) 803 789 Fax: (+376) 867 884
Web:

The bus company NovAtel makes the shuttle service between Barcelona and
Toulouse International Airports and the Principality of Andorra 363 days per year.

Qur time-tables are:

BARCELONA AIRPORT / ANDORRA: 10:30 ~ 13:00 ~ 17:00 — 19:45 jSH ’%

ANDORRA / BARCELONA AIRPORT: 05:00 — 08:00 - 12:30 - 15:15

TOULOUSE AIRPORT / ANDORRA: 10:00 - 18:30 Ml

ANDORRA / TOULOUSE AIRPORT: 05:30 - 14:00

¢ Prices are according to destination, please consult - Special prices for children under 12
yoars

Other services:

- Climex auto-rent = We do other routes Madrid, Zaragoza, Lieida, Salamanca

- Avallable V.IL.P. services - Connections with Portugal, South and North Spain (please consult)
- Al kinds of discretionary services

Safe and comfortable vehicles — Highly qualified personnel
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FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES IN
ANDORRA

Kindly provided by the Culture Department of the Andorran Government, the Comuns, the Pro-Turisme Offices
and others.
Many thanks to them all
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We ane the specialists based in rvinsal
We have all types of fropertics avadlable
We can sell youn evisting froperty on find a home o suit youn meeds

We can arange lettings. We always have special offers
We REALLY want to kelp you - Come and see w

Josep " Camp rreny

Divector Comencial

Casa fan - Wl.; §37 721 - Fas: §37 §27 - ARIUSAL - La Wassann (Principat & Andorea)

e

SUBJECT MONEY

Money

It can buy a House But not a Home

It can buy a Bed But not Sleep

It can buy a Clock........ But not Time

It can buy you a Book... But not Knowledge
It can buy you a Position. But not Respect

It can buy you Medicine. But not Health

It can buy you Blood..... But not Life

It can buy you Sex....... But not Love

So you see money isn't every thing.

And it often causes pain and suffering.

1 tell you all this because...

I am your Friend

And as your Friend....

I want to take away your money and I will suffer for yo
CASH ONLY PLEASE

Joan Spiller
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Your Bank in Andorra

BANCA PRIVADA D ANDORRA Ri¥: Andorra la Vella®  Escaldes-Engordamy”  Pas de la Casa

Maca Rebes, 7 Av. Cadlernany. 119 Casrer de Catalunya, 19
Ted + 376 850200 Tel « 376 873500 Tel +376 855388
Fax «376 867729 Fax +376 873515 Fax +376 856350
DOWEDO a0
www Doa ad

"Opening times: Monday 10 Frickey Som 830 10 18.30. Saturdays from 9 10 13.30
Car park for clients in Escalcies-Engoedany lentrance In Caver Sant Antonid, 4)
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INTEGRAL
REAL ESTATE

Don't trust us

Better ask
your friends
about

us =

AV. SANT ANTONI - LA MASSANA (ANDORRA) - Tel: 00-376-737373 - Fax: 00-376-737379
www.cisagroup.com - e-mail: cisa@andornet.ad



