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THINKING OF SELLING

YOUR ANDORRAN PROPERTY
WE'VE GOT I'T COVERED ALL WAYS

e

ROC PROPIETATS
IN ANDORRA

e-mail: rocpropictaty@andorra.ad

www. andorran-properties.com
Tel.: 835 346 Fax: 836 674

We market property both locally and abroad

Local advertising

Well positioned offices in La Massana

Advertising in international property magazines

London, Dublin and York International Property Exhibitions
Multilingual, friendly sales team

CALL NOW FOR A FREE MARKET APPRAISAL

: | remmeecammne :
ROC PROPIETATS
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auping
Finally for people in Andorra!!

AUPING manufactures the Royal bed
made to measure so that it fits the individual
perfectly. It is adjusted according to height,
leg length, welght and size.

The bed can be fited with up to four
sllent motors that will adjust the neck, the
back, under the knee and foot section. The
bed alsc has a memory function that secures
up to three of your favourite positions. The
CM4 aiso has as an optional buillt-in airing
and heating system Iin the mattress.

ITC Pariners S.L.
Carrlé, 33, bajos
08240 Manresa (Barcelona)
Tel.: 93872 28 %%

Fax: 938728703

E-mall: itc@itcauping.com
Home page: Www.ilcauping.com
(for English look info “Scandinavia”
version)

We speak English, Dutch, French and
Spanish
*To have service In your own
language, it is belter fo make an
appoiniment by ‘phone before
visiting.

The nearest showroom to see and try
the system from Andorra Is In Manresa (about
2 hours by car) SO TAKE A DAY OFF and visit
us*. It will be the first step to the best
investment for comfort in your life.
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¢ of the Magazine Sub-committce are always on the

lookout for almost anything that can be of inerest
1o members. Even if you have oaly a half-formed idea, get
in towch with one of the Editors by telephone or at the
CofYee Moming. Don't be concerned if English is not your
first language. Our job as Editors is 1o polish your text 1o
make it appear that you were a native Anglophone,
There has been no slackening in the need for mew
contributions. Wherever possible, one or more
photographs, postcards or drawings make for greater
interest.

Contributions for the next issue to be left
please in the Club letterbox at the Servissim Office
in La Massana by 2ND NOVEMBER 2003, or
handed in 1 one of us at a Coffee Morning.
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EDITORIAL

W’hat a summer this has tumed out 10 be! As we *go 1o press’ with our Autumn edition of the CIA magazine I, for one,
find it hard to have autumn-type thoughts when the temperatures are still in the 30°s and we keep seeing pictures of
forest fires in Spain, Portugal and France. | promise I will soon stop saying this, but thank goodness for the lovely cool
breczes we get in Andorra!

Our magazine s full of a varicty of articles that I hope you will find interesting. It also reflects the current increased
activity in our community because of the numerous social events taking place. Three such events, co-ordinated by Ole
Nikolajsen, were a pottery-making demonstration, a presentation on gold-prospecting and the CIA Brunch, In addition,
we persuaded David Lemare to allow us to reprint his lecture on Wills and Testaments that was given at recent ‘Friday
Meat". For those who do not know, the Friday Meat gets together every Friday and once a month there is a presentation
from an individual in the community on some fascinating aspect of their hobbies, interests, or previous work expenence.
Clare Allcard tells us what, how, where and when further on.

Speaking of Clare, you really must read the true story of the Prince and the Intemnational Singers. And our ever-faithful
reporter of the Tennis group’s activities, Dick Gillingham, continues to inform and amuse.

Pat Swanson recalls a recent story-telling weekend she attended in Wales: James Wheelan has reminded us of our need to
think about the sbandoned animals in Andorra; and Henri Feilberg has provided us with a highly informative and entertaining
article on the hazards of clectrical connections throughout the world.

Peter Parkinson reveals yet another aspect of his multi-faceted know ledge in his article on the Spice Trade; John Coville
has contributed another delightful poem; and a new member to our community, Gertrude Treacle, tells us how to create a
garden. Nina O'Brien, not only has provided us with our cover picture but also gives us a short history of clowns.

This time Ihave written about our recent trip 1o Croatia and | am including a well-tried and tested recipe for Crab Mousse.
Those who attend the English-speaking Church fellowship meetings may be tired of secing this dish by now. However, it
is simple to make and no-one has complained so far. (Isn't that last phrase how bosses used to sum up the positive aspect
of performance reviews?)

We also owe a huge debt of gratitude to Caroline Ridsdale, who, after this issue., will no longer be our advertising agent.
Caroline’s full-time teaching commitments do not allow her to devote the necessary time 1o the role. We are therefore
‘ooking for someone to continue the excellent work Caroline has done for us over the last two years. Thanks so much,
Caroline!

My final comment is another thanks to all contributors, without whom there would be no magazine. I am receiving many
more articles and, with our busy social calendar, not only are we lcaming about the incredibly diverse talents in our midst,
we are also calling on the writing skills of a greater number. Thanks ev eryone!

Best regards,
Sandra Read

T )
Dear Members of the Board

:-amxwto:nnymzuym”umwnm.umbo
thoto-kcdlmzmuthudmkuqotungmcxubbmkwtu

feet. It is much appreciated-and will hopefully encourage more of our
members to participate and to lend a hand!

With wvarm good wishes
Clare Allcard

a
\

CLUB HOUSE OF EL TORRENT D'ANDORRA PITCH & PUTT

SPECIALISTS IN:
KEBABS & SPARE RIBS
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS

THE TENNIS GROUP

by Dick Gillingham

As of writing this, we still have not held our Summer
Tennis International Tournament. This mother of all
tennis battles has been postponed due to various reasons:
cveryone (tennis noteworthy) has been coming and going
this summer with increased frenctic frequency; tempestas
threatencd daily in June; it was 100 hot in July, and so on.
We hope 1o make up for this in September and October
with a couple of tournaments instead of Just one.

In desperation and in order to have something to write
about, we have launched a whole new tennis initiative
which is known as ‘Knock up with Friends on Friday"
which is proving 10 be surpnisingly popular. We rent the
courts at the Coma Hotel Ordino for just one hour at 11:00
am. For just a knock up. No games or scts are played.
Scoring is strictly forbidden and it is considered in bad
taste 1o call a ball out. Rallies usually end when the ball
goes over the net or wire fence surrounding the courts
(usually within one or two strokes). If anyone feels
compctitive and can find someone else with similar
inclinations, then the courts are usually free following the
hour of knock up for masch play. To date, the courts have
remained empty afterwards but the bar is full.

We are aiming this initiative at those who have not picked
up a racquet in living memory (which in my case is a week
or s0) and to whom scoring or being scored is an
unnecessary embarrassment. It is also aimed at those who
need a good excuse 1o kick off the weekend with a beer as
carly as 12,2000 on Friday. It 15 50 good 1o know that there
is still a thread of work ethic angst which has not gone
into retirement along with everything else.

We hope to hold these knock ups every Friday until the
end of September (which is probably when you will be
reading this).

The Davis Cup retumed 10 Andorra for the Weekend 11
to 13 July. It was pretty much of a repeat of the one held
carlier in the year except it was hotter and the victorious
opposition had a different name. Nonctheless, the tennis
was very enjoyable.

Weare still working on creating an e-mail list for sending
out occasional bit of tennis news (i.e. Tournament times
followed by Tournament cancellations ete) to Official CIA
Tennis List members. This should be casy but it is taking
a bit of time since we are not feeling 100 much pressure.
That’s all for now. When you read this it will be time to
start thinking of waxing the skis. ..

INTERNATIONAL
SINGERS

by Clare Alicard

“Clare, this is M* Teresa. We've been asked to sing for
the Bishop at Meritxell.” Lovely guy, the Bishop., We'd
sung for him before and once he'd informally popped into
a rehearsal to wish us *Happy Easter.”

“When?" [ ask,

“In two days time.”

“What do they want - a Mass?"

“No. I think it’s just two or three Taizé songs in the middle,
They are still deciding the programme.” Thats alright then.
I ove Taizé music and it's dead simple to sing.

“Cap problema! I'll check it's OK with Barbara and se¢
if Binnie can play. I'll get back 1o you."”

Never crosses my tiny mind that we'd lack voices but as it
tums out 6pm on a Thursday in July is not an ideal time
for your average Singer. In total I find six women and one
man. Right, we'll be an all women's choir, The Taizé songs
will sound even purer for having only six voices: three
sopranos and three altos, a nice balance. And a nice mix:
Catalan, German, Dutch, Brazilian, Danish and English!
Lecla and I begin to select chants.

“Hola Clare, it's M"* Teresa again. They ask, can we sing
the National Anthem at the beginaing?"

Slight pause for thought. We haven't sung it for a couple
of years but we can run through it at Binnie's on Thursday
before the service. “Cap problema™

Dig out the music. Ring Binnie, Lecla, Gigi, Otti and Gitte.
“We're singing Hymne Andorra too - in pans.” Gitte's
never sung it; we're going to need an extra practice.
That evening M* Teresa rings again. “Seu have decided
they want just one song in the middle and not Taizé. Maybe
Pregaria a Merigxell?”

Well, it’s certainly very appropriate, and very beautiful,
written by Andorra’s own Jaume Casadevall but can we
get it ready in time - and I'm damned if we're going to
drop all the Taizé. I'm becoming just a mite anxious. Have
we bitten off more than we can sing? Binnic reassures
me. Gitte and | practice,

Next moming, the day before the service, | receive a final
call from M* Teresa.

“Clare. One last request, Will we sing the Goigs a Meritcell
at the end?”

lexplode. "Oh, come on! Ifthey'd said that at the beginning
I'd have said ‘No'! Those Goigs are so difficalt! And
anyway. we don’t know them.” But it’s 100 late to back out
now. This calls for an urgent practice. That afternoon we
meet at M* Teresa's house and for two solid hours we
struggle with the Goigs. There are twelve verses,
wonderfal words, but cach verse has its own pronunciation
problems. At least | have worked out how to hang onto
my Taizé music. We'll sing a particularly beautiful Alleluia
right before the Pregaria and then flow straight into it.
Same key, no probs.
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The big day arrives, Alba rings to say she's back from the
coast and will sing with us, Great! As an Andorran she's
bound to know the Goigs; seven women. scven
nationalitics,

Out shopping | give alift to a friend. | tell ber about singing
for the Bishop.

*Wow! You must feel very honoured. It's an historic
occasion! Today he is being officially inducted as Co-
Prince. Didn’t you know? You'll be live on TV!" Sugar!
That's all | need.

The rehearsal at Binnie's goes pretty well. We head for
the Sanctuary, set the keyboard up in our favourite spot -
then have to move it. The Prime Minister will be sitting
there. We find another socket. No probs, Meanwhile about
a hundred youngsters from AINA (Andorra’s Christian
summer camp) flood in beside us overflowing the aisle
and benches. Their monitors carry guitars. | scan the Order
of Service. No mention of guitars. This shakes my North
European sense of strict ceremony 1o the core. | urge M*
Teresa to ask the guitarists when they will perform. They
give a Mediterrancan shrug. They don’t know! | ask a
passing priest. He leads me 10 the lectern to consult his
order of service. It's the same as mine. He suggests | ask
Mossén Ramon. But Mossén Ramon has disappeared
Binnie has a quict test of the keyboard then switches off,
She has mstructions to play triumphal organ music the
moment the Bishop-Prince appears. We wait. 6pm. 6.135,
The Prime Minister, Ministers of State and MPs, Consuls
and their wives amve from Parliament where the Prince
has just been swomn in. The children from AINA practice
their song, very pretuly, 6,20 They practice a bit more.
6.25 Suddenly everyone stands as a large flock of pricsts
in long white robes glides up the central aisle. This must
be it. | give Binnie the nod. Nothing happens. One of the
children has knocked the plug out! Desperately, | fiddle
to push it back home. But not to worry, it tums out the
Drama of the Plug is actually an intervention from on high
For, just as Binnic again starts her triumphal march - this
time at full volume - the Bishop appears at the back of the
church looking magnificent in his princely purple robes.
Mossén Ramon positions himself beside us and when he
wants the children 10 sing he nods and they sing. [t's as
simple as that! No wonder the guitarists shrugged. At the
end, as members of the congregation file past the Mare
de Déu a Menitxell 1o pay homage to her, we start the
Goigs (couplets in honour of the Virgin). The instructions
are 10 keep singing until all have passed. Soon we are
joined by a group of beaming, elderly ladies who speed
up the tempo and give me hope that next time we'll enjoy
singing the Goigs as much as they do. And then, when it's
all over, our charming Prince mvites Binnie, Gigi and me
to be photographed with him. What more could one ask
for?

(Anyone wishing to join the choir do please ring either
Clare Allcard 836 269 or 344 181 or M* Teresa Raurell
836 123. We need you.)

ROSARIO MARTINS

-
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DIFFERENT ASPECTS
OF POTTERY
MAKING

An explanation and demonstration by Caroline
Crichton, Val Rylatt
and Astrid von der Lancken
at Hotel St. Andreu, Arinsal on 37 July, 2003,

by Valerie C. Rymarenko

*How is that made?" *How did they do that?* When we
sce crafted objects we know hands like ours made them,
but we often cannot guess how the hands and substances
combined 1o transform material in to form. Useable form,

beautiful form: shapes that pleasc the ¢ye and the mind
and even touch the heart,

On 3%, July last, a large audicnce at Hotel St. Andreu was
delightfully led through the mystenies of pottery making:
from the questions above 1o the *Ah ha! So that’s how!”
state of happy understanding. At the same time, we also
saw skill, patience and the results of long practice: leaming
how is one thing: being able to do is another.

Val Rylat, Astrid von der Lanken and Caroline Crichton
each sat with different pottery equipment and took it in
turn to describe and show her favourite technigues in
handling clay. The gentle, conversational manner of the
presentation soon had the audience calling out questions
as the demonstrations proceeded — very much the

atmosphere of an adult class with three teachers sharing
their expertise and whetting the curiosity of their students,

Val Rylatt began by defining three main types of pottery:
carthenware, stoneware and porcelain. As she spoke Val
chopped off a wedge of clay, kneaded it to remove air
which otherwise might explode the piece in the kiln, and
cut the wedge with guitar wire to check for air holes. Val
then showed how this prepared clay could be used in slab
work, coil work or pinch work and, before our eyes, from
a flay, clay slab of even thickness, and *glued’ with slip of
watery clay, a box took shape. From this beginning, Val
showed us a sushi plate, candle bumer, flowerpot, fish,
head in profile and Madonna she had made. All glazed
and fired and transformed from slabs to objects to touch
and admire. And how do you make hair for a modeled

head? Why, squecze clay through a garlic press! What
fun!

Clay was rolled into coils to make a base and then coils
built up into a container. A ball of clay was dimpled by
thumb and the clay was worked upwards by the fingers to
make a pot. Coil and Pinch.

Astrid von der Lanken then 1ook over the story, talking as
she put a lump of clay on her spinning potter’s wheel.
Well-centred clay looks as if it is not moving, and with
steady elbows, knack and muscle the potter 1o looks still.
Only the thumbs, palms and fingers squecezing and
steadying draw up a pot or bowl. I cannot imagine that
anyone sceing this process can remain indifferent. A
lumpof clay and centrifugal motion are quictly controlled
and brought to usc and beauty by damp fingers. This must
be once of the most ancient creative skills known to Man,
and to see it is to wonder.

Potters work with surprising quantities of clay: it can take
5 kilos to make a plate, and some picces need up 1o 12
kilos — though a fired picce of pottery should feel lighter
than it looks. It takes about 3 - 4 Kilos of clay to make a
Jug with a spout — as Astrid demonstrated. A spinning lump
became a cylinder: given a belly and flared top it became
a vase. Stopped from spinning, a spout was pressed in the
rim — and there was a jug! Astrid drew out an extended
“tail” from a picce of clay to form the handle — and that
led on to the subject of drying since that process is vital
before parts like handles can be attached and a completed
piece be fired.
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We were told of the disasters of the kiln. Since many items
are fired together, the exploding of one object can wreck

-
others, and the temperature of the Kiln (1,000°C or more) CI'IStbel
e ——————————
has 10 be finely judged depending on the glaze MEIMMEK

underglaze (matte) or overglaze (clear) -~ which affects -

the colour Using the best matenals from around the world we

Caroline Crichton took up the theme of colour and glazing : - -
: P design, make and install furniture to suit you and
because she sat with a collection of dried plates which

she painted and decorated as she spoke, Caroline showed
how slip (white clay powder mixed with water) can be
painted on or trailed from a bottle. Pigments and oxides,
in powder form, provide colour. Iron for red.copper for
greenochre for yellow and cobalt for blue, Since dry clay
is porous, it must be given a protective coating of glaze,
which is then fixed in the kiln, Glazed objects look
powdery before finng, but in the Kiln the glaze melts to
the shiny, glassy surface we all know,

‘Reduction’ means shutting off the top vent of the kiln
during firing to remove oxygen, which makes glazes react
differently, changing colours and surface cffects. Final

Alteration
= Copies
For information, free advice or an estimate, call
Ian Sharp on

7

VIATGES

colour can be controlled to a degree, but surpriscs and /-
wonders worked by heat and chemistry always make the C A NrO ' S
opening of the Kiln an almost mystical moment N~

To our great delight we, the audience, were then allowed
to try our own skills with slabs, the wheel and paints. The 3 4
speakers were quizzed about clay deposits, impuritics and YOUR TRAVEL AGENCY IN ANDORRA

L e e s e Y of The rare chamce Plaga Rebés, 11 Tel: 804 010 - Fax: 804 011
pigments, and a great deal of fun was had at the rare chance ANDORRA LA VELLA

to try to copy some of what we had been shown, The
¢ mail pantoursi@andorna.ad

hidden skills of Val, Astrid and Caroline became only too
clear to us then! They made: we messed!

There was a table laden with picces made by the speakers,
s0 we could look at form. colour and creative design close
up - and hanker to own such delightful objects. For those
who chose to stay on for the barbecuc supper the evening
continued to a happy close, The Intemational Club of

Andorra could boast another excellent event, made IMMOBILIARIA PROFIMA
possible by real organisation and the great good fortune . ont Bai |
of having truly skilled members willing to share their Edif. F x08 |

knowledge and delight with the rest of us. ORDINO

600D ART IS NOT Tel: 836787 Fax: 835957
WHAT IT LOOKS . L0
LIKE...BUT WHAT IT Santi Marin El Busto: 331533
 Lesley Pittock: 337857

m— SR
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Arrive at the bome and j C AS A SERVE[ S L

enjoy everything you have | < REMOVALS AND STORAGE
been searching for... ' | et ok

' | PA(H:I( | For all your Relocation Requirements

National and International
Two Weekly Growpage Service

Jfrom our U:K depot

Free Estimates
Packing Service
Storage
Full or part loads
Advice on documentation

Air and Sea Freight
RARRRARR AR AR AAEAAAARANARRARR

FRANCE - SPAIN - ITALY - UK. - DENMARK
SWITZERLAND - USA - AUSTRALIA - SAUDI
LA AR A AL L R L R R R R R R R R R R Ty
Reg. Office: Naus Teivido, Naw 2, Local 2, La Massana
Principat 4" Andorra
Tek: (00 376) 838633 - Fax: (00 376) 837 428
Mobiles: (00 376) 325 509/ 323 340
E-mail: cservela mnz .ad
Web: www.casaservel.com

@ UWe REALLY want to help you - Come and see we

Josep M" Camp rbreny
Dinecton (Comercial

- %l.: §37 721 - Fas: §37 §27 - ARINSAL - La asana
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CREATING A GARDEN

by Gertrude Treacle

C:i;‘ucius says if you want to be happy for a short time, get drunk; to be happy for a long time, fall in love; but if you

t to be happy for ever then take up gardening.
A garden gives space, love, character and beauty to a home’s surroundings, it also adds a dimension that is always
changing with the scasons, with the weather and the maturing plants. [t gives you mental stimulation as the new foliage
changes from day to day. from buds to flowers to seeds and fruits, o the brilliance of flower and foliage, to the subtle
colours and tracery of trees in winter, or so it says in a Hillier book of garden planting.  That's the theory but in practice
creating a garden is about compromise, persuasion, backache, bullying, transport and will-power.
With the xalet we acquired a small garden which comprised two small trees, two hedges, two shrubs in the ground and
some broken pots with assorted unknown plants.  There was a bit of grass and a 40cm difference in level between the
grass and the edge of the terrace. The hedges were of laurel in one place and the dreaded leylandii in another. | say
“dreaded” as leylandii has a reputation for fast growing but its worst feature is that once you cut it back into old wood it
doesn't re-grow so you get left with ugly bare brown branches. They had 10 go. Step One is clearing the site.  Help was
at hand though as we were able to barter brawn for brain.  The partner’s brain was required to solve many a problem and
so for every hour that was worked on the other person’s particular problem we were able to trade for manpower in the
garden (especially as the manpower came with a chain saw). The leylandii were felled and the stumps removed with sheer
legs and a 4-ton hand hoist.
Step Two comes when you have family to visit. They usually require transport to the ski stations and a ski pass. They
might not have garden knowledge but physique and stamina certainly makes up for a lot, Never underestimate how much
they can dig out, remove, fetch and carry up a flight of steps ....... particularly if they want to be fed at night.
Having removed the leylandii hedge the garden immediately became 30% larger and we acquired a view but we hated the
step from grass to terrace; it had 1o be filled. We tried the obvious things like construction companies and it was irksome
to see huge trucks of soil going slowly down the road and huge trucks of soil going slowly up the road, surely some of it
could be dropped of? But no, it wasn't that simple. 1 found a building site with digger, a translator who asked if we
could have some soil and a very kind neighbour with a trailer who was agreeable to having it filled with soil. All was set
for the following day but alas the next day it snowed so everything was put on hold for the next four moaths.
The next year we started again; the neighbour with the trailer was on hand so we got another digger from another site to
dump some soil directly into it. Isay “soil” but what looks good from the inside of a car whilst driving turns out upon
close inspection to be full of stones with not much else, 5o to compensate we added loads of horse manure. | coerced a
few friends into helping unload the trailer into buckets and carrying them up a flight of steps. This process of filling
trailer, emptying trailer, was repeated many times throughout the day.  Tea and fruit cake helps here too. By the end of
this day we had aching muscles, flies galore but the space was filled. Yippee!
I then decided that we needed a flower bed and thus some stones to differentiate the bed from the lawn. No problem, says
manpower, he knows just the source of some nice granite so off we go one day. We dnive to the Col de Botella, then to the
Port de Cabus, down the track the other side to the selected spot. But, when we get there the Customs are in the very lay-
by where the stone 1s. They ask what we have in the car and we tell them nothing, we just want the stones from beside
their van, all explained in Monsieur Hulot-type gestures. They shrug their shoulders so we proceed to load some very
nice pieces of granite into the back of the car and for good measure | don some rubber gloves and fill a sack or two with
good horse manure from beneath their feet. Their comments were not recorded but we could imagine what they told their
colleagues back in the Duane,
I was so pleased with the first wall that | was encouraged 1o build a few more on a steeper section of the garden. |
discovered reinforcing rods were a great bonus, but for every one foot of wall visible there has to be two foot of wall
below the soil level. Stones were required in an incredible amount, not just any stone, of course, but stones with a flat wp,
nice even thickness, about 25¢m width and preferably quite deep. Once you start building a wall you can appreciate just
what an art it is, take a look at some old walls around you and there’s a precision and detail that must have been very
fulfilling to the carly builders. There are some very nice walls on the way up to Pal on the right - if you can take your eye
off the road for a moment!  Once you build walls you need soil to backfill the space behind so once again the quest was
on. Molehills in a field bring up some nice soil without stones but there’s the question of ownership and how close can
you drive to the spot to pick up the spoil. | had left a trail of orange sacks in one field and hid behind some undergrowth
watching the farmer inspect the contents. Sand, from a building site, also makes good filler especially when it is mixed
with the horrible clay soil. Add manure, houschold compost, leaves in autumn and the compost that people throw out
from their window boxes after a scason and you begin to fill up the space. All this lifting although not good for the back
is quite good for the waistline.  And the boot of the car? - all I can say is that the newness has worn ofl.
On another sortie | discovered bark chips, piles of them sitting at the side of the road along with peeled tree trunks. In
time the logs were transported away but | didn’t quite have the guts to pick up the bark chip when so many people were
around. Work then started on the ski station nearby with even more people around and when | finally drove up late one
afternoon the bark chips had all disappeared. What a disappointment! But | got out of the car, walked around and
discovered that they had just bulldozed the lot down a slope and out of sight.
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Step Eight was turfing the raised lawn.  Getting in friends and providing lunch is casy. Only. on the day in question the
turf truck was held up in Customs for 48 hours so we ate lunch and waited for two days. Finally it urned up, by which time
we were on tea and fruit cake. What's more, on the day in question for the only known time ever, the water went ofT foe
four hours just at the time we most neceded it

50 now we come 1o the most interesting part: plants and flowers. 1've acquired, traded, grown from seed, bought, spliced,
and grafted plants. Some things have failed miscrably but some things have grown magnificently and the satisfaction in
watching seeds grow into fine plants is very gratifying. Bulbs give a wonderful display in the spring and come through the
winter spow with great energy and force. A garden is never static, with time may come the realisation that a particular
plant is nice but it’s in the wrong place or else you decide that the colour is wrong, so out comes the garden fork.

After a few more years, the level of the lawn sunk 10¢ms so it was out once again 1o spot new sources of soil, carry it up
the steps, but you get the ideanow ..... A mole has since discovered the lawn and added a new dimension.

Recycling is a keyword, anything from stones to soil is to be rescued and treasured, along with junked telegraph poles
which make excellent steps.  Just leave anything at the side of the road and it will be spotted, transported and re-used to
good effect.  Creating a garden? — just perspiration, weight lifting, acrobic exercise and imagination are needed

(In view of the amount of pillaging that has gone on the writer desires anonymity,)

Gaye Keep the Gardening Group Co-ordinator comments that the above is nothing like the garden described by Andrew
Marvell, the 17C poet who wrote “See how the flowers, as at parade, Under their colours stand displayed: Each regiment
in order grows, That of the tulip, pink and rose™, But who wants a garden resembling a 17C army and the one above seems
to be the real essence of Andorra. This should be a warmning to all of you to keep your garden treasures well away from
Gertrude Treacle's sticky fingers

NEW KENNELS
OPENED END FEB 2000
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GOLD PROSPECTING

a presentation given by Mike Potter on August 12th 2003

by Ole Nikolaysen

am intrigued and fascinated by gold. I was equally intrigued and fascinated by this talk about gold prospecting kindly
Li\ en by Mike Potter. Mike is a professional geologist working as a prospector for large mineral companies, He did not
hold back on his vast experience and ook us from an overview about the properties of gold until we literally could hold
samples in our hands. Little did I know that all the gold so far mined from 3000 BC till today would make a cube a mere
20 meters on each side. Most gold produced is used for jewellery. In fact, nowadays more gold is being used cach year to
make jewellery than is actually produced from all the world’s mines combined.
The most exciting part, for me at least, was the journcy made in the search of gold in far away Ecuador. With the help of
more than a hundred slides we experienced the first exploration in the jungle on muk: back. Somebody present could not
imagine it without a helicopter until we saw the wooden helicopter landing pad!. Then we witnessed the initial panning in
small streams until a promising valley was found. It 100k more than 400 dnill holes to define a future mine. Next 3000
cubic metres, each with a gram of gold. were excavated every day and trucked away to the processing plant to recover 3
kilos of gold dust. Doesn’t sound like much? At today’s prices (which are pretty low) it represents an income of USS 35,
000 per day 362 days a year. 362 days because the mine shut down for 3 days a year! Of more than 2500 tonnes of gold
mined worldwide a year this particular mine produced a mere one tonne.
It was quite a job for Mike 1 reduce his extraordinary knowledge and hundreds of slides into a 1 hour talk and he (and
I) could have continued for many more hours. He had planned to teach us the art of gold panning, but when it came to it
the listeners were more interested in the wine and tapas which at that time were tempting us from the tables behind. The St
Gothard hotel in Erts gracivosly provided us with a spacious room with good accoustics for this event.
I am looking forward to listerning to more fantastic exploits hidden in the heads of our club members,

INTERESTING COMPARISONS
gold platinum silver palladium  copper

chemical symbol Au Pt Ag Pd Cu
density (g/cc) 19 21 10 12 9
melting point ( °C) 1060 1770 960 1550 1080
hardness (Moh's scale) 2.5 2.5 3.5 48 3.0
clectrical conductivity (10%m "Ohm ‘) 045 0.10 063 010 0.60
approx. crustal abundance (ppb) 3 5 80 6 70 000
approx. current price (USS'oz Troy) 350 680 5.0 180 0.055

unday , 20 July 2003 found some forty members of CIA in Arinsal Village in
‘morning’.. Arinsal Hotel had a brunch including Continental breakfast,
American Breokfast, English ast, various meat and other dishes, all up
m:dmﬁu.mwjubemofwhkhmwlutertothewrifa‘),mddlclously
spiked.
Daniel, a Catalan musician, added culture to our party by playing mainly Catalan music
during the meal. We all eventually retired to our homes suitably refreshed in body and
spirit. As was mentioned by a speaker, the atmosphere was almost of ‘The Old Days’,
when people came into the village from afar to attend a Service or simply to meet with

Instrumental in the arrangement was our Activities Board Member, Ole Nikolajsen )
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GOLD
PROSPECTING

A day’s output-2.8kg of golddust
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Andorra-Property
< ervissim

@ Andorra-Holidays

skiing, Walking, Mountains

@erwssm

AAAAAAAAA

PASTEUR-S5

OPTICA OFTALMICA

AV. SANT ANTONI - AP. ROSSELL / TEL. (376) 836183 / FAX (376) 836171
LA MASSANA - PRINCIPAT D'ANDORRA
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Hematology, Coagulation, Biochemistry, Microbiology,
Serology, Hormones, tumor markers, Alergy

E <4
‘ C/ Bonaventura Armengol 15, 1°. Andorra la Vella
PASTEUR Tel. 805 905 Fax. 866 757
LASOR 2o OR L E-mail. laboratoripasteur@andorra.ad

Web site: www. pasteurandorra.com

BLOOD TEST CENTRES

Laboratory:. Bra. Armengol 15, 1°, Andorra la Vella. Tel. 805 905
Mon-Fri: 8:00 - 19:30. Saturday: 8:00 - 10:30

Farmacia Optica Pasteur 5. C/ Sant Antoni, La Massana. Tel. 836 183
In front of the Comd

Farmacia de Arinsal Carretera General. Arinsal. Tel. 839 903
Farmacia Baixench Carrer Major. Encamp. Tel. 832 732

Home visits available if required.

The bank | have
always dreamt of!

BANCA PRIVADA D' ANDORRA BPA

.

Av. Cartemanry, 119 - Excaldes-Engordany It's private. It's Andorran
Tel +376 873500 - Fax +376 873515 - Bpa@bpe a3 - www bpa ad
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Croatia, land of
suprises
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Croatia, land of surprises

By Sandra Reid

T\c daily catch of fish displayed on a platter and brought to restaurant tables: ice cream stands on street corers selling
every flavour imaginable. Stunning views of unspoiled coastline;densely forested national parkland or hillsides covered
in bushes and craggy rocks; incredibly well-preserved architecture from countless historical periods. When [ try to describe
Croatia, all these images, combined with friendly hosts who willingly speak English, are memories that crowd my mind.
David and | spent two weeks driving down and then back up the Adniatic coast of this amazing country in May. | must
admit | had some reservations as we crossed the border with ltaly and drove first through Slovenia and then on to the
Republic of Croatia. Gone were the road signs and the colourful advertisements for consumer goods that bombard us in
‘capitalist’countries. After police had waved us through the border and customs officials looked curiously at our Andorran
licence plates, we suddenly came 1o what were called “local roads’. The very detailed map and directions we had printed
from a computer website suddenly became a more or less straight line down to Split, the city closest to our first destination.
The road itsclf was no longer a motorway but more of a country lane with hedges cither side. In addition, the road signs
were sparse, to put it mildly, and only indicated that Split was south provided we kept the sea on our right-hand side. There
was no mention of distance. David muttered something about being in Eastemn-bloc spy country. | began to worry, as
usual, that we would not be able to find accommodation and did not fancy driving through war tom villages at night. After
passing by a faded advertisement for very long sausages and what looked a like hand-painted sign of two young people on
mobile phones we managed to find a hotel calked * Hacienda” literally on the shoreline (which doubled as the road). We
needed to take only two steps to jump into the sca. And about two Kilometres from the road loomed huge islands of
completely bare rock.

As we continued our journey the next moming, all we could see were the deep blue sea with a succession of those eerily
beautiful islands on one side and an unpopulated landscape of rocks, bushes and weather-beaten trees on the other. As it
happened. we had stopped overnight at the last hotel for at least another 100 kilometres. | began to wonder if we were
doing the right thing. Nevertheless, small villages and towns began to appear as we wound our way along and afier a few
hours we came to Trogir, our first stop.

What a fascinating place! In town, the market was in full swing selling local fruits, vegetables, Nowers and knick-knacks.
Right beside it, in the marina, large sailing boats jostled for space with local fishermen’s boats bringing in the catch, By
crossing a bridge to what is actually an island we came 10 the old town that was a maze of cobbled streets and literally had
architectural wonders around every comer. Renate Horm who, with her husband Martin, had recently purchased a property
nearby met us and immediately introduced us 1o the delights of Croatian ice cream. That night they took us 1o a restaurant
where we feasted on squid salad, freshly grilled fish (selected from that aforementioned- platter, then weighed, priced and
cooked to our specitications) and drank cool, crisp Dalmatian white wine. Was this really the country where we had seen
pictures of war and destruction?

We did make it to Split, the place that provided the United States with marble to build the White House. We continued our
travels down to Caviat, a gorgeous Mediterranean city just south of Dubrovnik, Sadly, we only managed 10 look at the
beautiful walled city of Dubrovnik itself from afar becausc at the time it was hosting an International film festival and was
prepaning to welcome the Pope on his 100* tour. We drove back up the coast through tiny villages that boasted castles and
cathedrals. We stopped along the way to buy freshly-picked cherries. We also saw the bodics of six saints that have
survived in @ mummified yet unpreserved state in @ church in Vodnjan.And we marvelled at the amphitheatre in Pula
where the ruins are apparently in better condition than those in Rome itsclf.

The hospitality of the Croatians has 1o be experienced to be believed. When we needed to find an Internet café a local
artist was willing to close up his shop and personally escort us to the spot. On the last day of our stay in Trogir the couple
living next-door to our rented accommodation invited us over for coffee. *Coffee’ consisted of freshly-baked cakes and
pastries, cognac and, of course, strong Turkish coffee served in little cups.

In Vodnjan we stayed in a charming and spotlessly ¢lean pension called the San Rocco. It is run by Mirsad Softic and his
family. His two daughters speak perfect English. One evening, as we were cating our dinner on the outside patio, our
waiter, who must have trained at a five star hotel, brought us a bottle of the restaurant’s best wine. He then served us a
traditional Croatian dessert. They were gifts from the owners who were celebrating a family birthday. When we went to
thank the family we were invited to join them for more cakes, cognac and a local digestif made from lemons and oranges.
We love o cat and drink but protested that we could neither cat another crumb nor drink another drop. So we were
preseated with two more bottles of best local wine to take home! We truly felt like honoured guests.
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Croatia is a country of superlatives, as you may have noticed from my description. It has been occupied by numerous
empires: Greek, Roman, Venctian Ottoman, Hunganan, Austro-Hungarian and many more. It combined with Serbia to
create a separate republic and then was rolled into Yugoslavia as one of the Socialist bloc countries. It has suffered recemt
war and has emerged as the Republic of Croatia. It has been marked and changed by all invaders but the people celebrate
rather than complain about their history. Do go there and be surprised at what is still a jewel along the Adriatic. Let's hope
the influx of tourists docs not lead to the destruction of the national parklands and other treasures Croatia offers in
abundance.

P.S. Two things I did not enjoy so much: being bitten by mosquitoes and the sad sight of starving cats roaming the streets.
While we were eating our dinner one evening on another outside patio | foolishly offered a piece of fish to one scrawny
individual. Within seconds we were surrounded by at least fifteen cats of all breeds and colours anxious to fight over any
morsel we might drop. A sharp-eyed black female reigned supreme over my tid-bits while a Methuselah-type white male
staked his ternitory on the other side of the table by spraying David’s leg!

HOTEL I APARTHOTEL COSMOS
(Guest private parking - Hotel Cosmos)

CUINA T ENOLOGIA ITALIANA
Full menu, menu of the day and pizza

Avinguda de lese Escoles 10
g./x Santa Anna s/n
Escaldes-Engordany
Tel. 870 755 - Fax. 863 015

8 www.hotelcosmos.ad
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FESTIVAL OF INTERNATIONAL CLOWNS
By Nina O'Brien

In May this year, Andorra hosted the second Festival of International Clowns. The first

ever was in 2001. The highlight of this year's Festival was that all the participating members
were females. It was well received and admired by both adults and children.
Clowns seem to be a part of our lives-they have become a familiar figure on television, in
moves, ort advertising and musical comedies. Who was the first clown??? This crossed my
mind while watching the performance. I have never before thought about clowns and their
origin. There must have been a long period of evolution from the early to the present day
versions of clowns, as we know them. Not a great deal of research on the subject is possible
in Andorra.
The early clowns may have been a product of the circus, With the advent of so many other
forms of entertainment, the circus is not as popular as in earlier times. Clowns entertained
and helped relax the tension of the daring performances. Being a clown must be a difficult
task- making people laugh is not easy. In addition, a clown must be a versatile actor,
pantomimist, able to dance and do acrobatics,
The forerunners of our contemporary clowns were known as fools, buffoons, zanies, pantaloons
etc. It is possible that the first of these comic characters appeared in the theatres of
Greece and Rome more than two thousand years ago. A favourite of kings and queens in the
middle Ages was often the court jester - dressed in motley and wearing foolscap with bells.
Beginning in the 16™ Century, several immortal clowns were developed for play or pantomime
including Pier rot and Harlequin.
Soon af ter circuses were established in Europe and North America in the late 1700's, clowns
were hired to amuse the audiences. Two clowns, Porter and Burt, performed in London (England)
in the first modern circus. The first circus in the U.S.A. featured an English clown, Thomas
Sally.
Today there are more than a dozen distinct types of clown. Some wear make up and costumes
doing the same stunts as their predecessors. This particular performance in Andorra of
female international clowns was different from any traditional form of clowning. They were
creative and, above all, made the audience a part of their show. Next time you see a poster
in Andorra depicting male or female clowns do go. It is a refreshing experience.

wouuS YBU LIKE TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS MAGAZINE?

DO YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO
WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN ADVERT?

TELEPHONE
SANDRA REID
838931
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gufo & marc vell

rescaurants

Specialities:
Carn a la brassa, fondue (meat & raclette), pizza and pasta

Lunch from 1 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. (closed Monday)
Dinner from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
(home orders delivered - phone 837 670)
Lunch Menu changes daily, 1500 Ptes, includes wine, water, etc.

marc vell (next to Garralla) ufo

Carretera General s/n v. De les escoles, 16
Ed Casa Nova Grillaire ESCALDES-ENGORDANY
A Tor: 820 713

|Hotel - Restaurant
DIAN A | Cuina cassolana

|

Av. Sant Antonl &
Edif. Rossell c/ L'Aigueta, 22 Caretera gorvets ,

Tel. & Fax: 839705 Tel.: 862 405 ARKINGAL Grincipet ¢ Andorma)

LA MSSANA ANDORRA LA VELLA web wws wrinsdl Com \Wnicolay ¢ e mad hmicolau@annsal com

—

|

= - : )
|
BELGIAN GASTRONOM |
Restaurant e
T T, Ask for esti
L H 1send Q 13.00h -(;‘;'3;‘:.“ omn.SOOh - 22.00h
Closed on Tuesday
‘ ' i \' Cra. Coll d'Ordino, Ed. Safir i Robi
ORDINO - Tel: 839 267
\ y
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BEYOND THE BORDER

By Pat Swanson
id and | set off for St Donats with a feeling of trepidation. Whenever we had visited in the past
it had poured with rain, but our son had assured us we would enjoy this story telling. We were not
so sure. When we arvived on Friday evening St Donats Castle, perched on the cliffiop overlooking the
Bristol channel, was bathed in sunshine and looking at its best. The large field next to the casde
grounds was a hive of activity, with famities erecting tents, sorting out food and bedding, and children
running every where, (they had obviously been before, since they all wore Wellington boots and
waterproofs!) The castle jousting field was set out with a big top, « merry weather teat, a children’s . .
tent and children’s yurt, @ huge real ale tent and other tenty serving txcaﬂcm nvgdnian Sfood and
curry to suit all tastes.
‘Bevond the border” was an International Story Telling Fadnl. lu'll ar St Damm Castle ~ South
Wales, in July 2002
During the Festival * Ancient Futures™ artiste, Phil Babot dug up a sm:h oj St Donats turf and
transplanted it to another site, in another part of the country. This symbolic act represented something
that united all the stories, storytellers, and musicians we came across during the weekend.
When people are uprooted and transplanted from their home, whether by economics, politics, war or
injustice, they take their stories with them. If in this foreign place they find themselves oppressed,
then home becomes the promised land. It is stories that transport them back, beyond the borders of
their present confinement. L
‘Beyond the Border 2002" was about the passage of mvfbs. languages 'nl people, the uprooting of
traditions from Europe and West Afdal, o &cmn'ria.sw back, over the past 500 years.
The official welcome took place in the Big Top where we were imtroduced to story tellers and performers
from Greece, Lebanon, Italy, France, Britain, Spain, Portugal, Peru, Guyana, Jamaica, Haiti, Cuba,
the U.S.A. and Native North America. [t was a very lively affair with music, stories and dancing going
on into the early hours of the morning — we were quite sorry to leave for our hotel in the nearby
village of Llawtwit Major.
The weather was reasonable throughont the weekend, Saturday warni and sunny, Sunday overcast
and cold. But at least it didn’t rain. The different events took place in various tents, gardens and

buildings within the castle grounds. Unfortunately it was not possible to see and hear everything. | 3

think the highlight of David’s weekend was a performance by Hugh Lupton, with Daniel Mo,

Homer s epic tale * The lNiad ™ It was a brilliant performance lasting 2 howrs and 30 minutes and, in

spite of sitting on hard wooden chairs, the audience was spellbound throu, t 1 enjoyed listeening .
to TUUPR. { THE UNORTHODOX UNPRECEDENTED PREACHER ), ally from Guyana, he

has been relling stories for over 20 years. Although I sat on a gravel in the open air and with a

chill wind blowing, I would have sat for as long as TUUP was prepared to tell stories.

It was a wounderful weekend with people of all ages and from all walks of life, having fun together,

The festival ended on Sunday evening with a carnival procession, samba fiesta finale and firework

display, Samba workshops had been running all mkul. so there was bo e_ase for not joining in

it was famtastic!
When the weekend was over Phil Babot returned with foreign turf wh M plnlcd at St Dopaty, A
circle vad been completed. '«»
at ’ -
= t
W

L\
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Oh,dear....!

By Henri Feilberg

nother piece of clectrical gear emerged from a

raveller’s bag. It had been cheap! It was supposed
to be capable of doing all kinds of spectacular things!
Could you please change the plug-—?
Oh dear, again. It does not always work like that. At times,
however cheap, such a bargain may be a throwaway. Here
is why, followed by a bit of advice.
Historically one of the first endeavours to produce a
distnibution system consisted of a couple of wires carrying
electricity to a water fountain and Direct Current (DC)
generated at 100 volts, Since this was a showpiece, the
power was carried over a great length and consequently
had big losses. The voltage received therefore was
probably no more than half of the dispatched. In this case
it did not matter, the point was proved.
As power stations became more common, 110 volts were
generated to ensure the 100 volts to the consumer. In some
cases the 110 volt system became inadeguate and another
wire with 110 volts was added to produce 220 volts for
heavy motors, This later went up 10 220 volis + 220 volts
(220 for light and 440 for power),But the whole system
of Direct Current became too cumbersome and in fact
somewhat dangerous to work with on the power side. Thus
we all went to Altemating Current (AC) which is cheaper
to produce and, particularly, cheaper to distribute.
Regretfully the development of clectrical service was no
better co-ordinated than the standards for video recorders,
which | am sure we all remember: Which system? How to
view this cassette with that recorder. The 110 volis in the
USA and Canada became 115 volts Altermating Current
(115VAC) with 120 volts at transformers. For small power
loads: 2 times 115 = 230volts suitable for the kitchen stove,
air- Conditioning cte. At one time part of the USA |
California. had 50-Hertz supply and other parts, 60 Hertz.
But many years ago it settled on the 60 Hertz or, 60 Cycles
per Second.
Europe developed a 3-phase system of 220 volis, It was
felt that this was close enough to the okd DC system so
the house wiring could be used with no alterations. The
assumption was that the load consisted mainly of lighting,
clectric irons and the occasional vacuum cleaner.
Incidentally, by law vacuum cleaners were manufactured
to run equally well on AC and DC but, since a 3-phase
system was produced, the low voltage was not 110,115 or
120 volts, but 127 volts. But wait, there is more to come!
50 Hertz was used and has not changed.
The European had the advantage of not being 100
dangerous and has been maintained particularly around
the Mediterrancan, You may not be aware of i, but this is
what we have in many of the apartments in Andorra to
day.
In northen Europe the voltage was later increased o
3801220 volts and 415/240 volts.Glory be, in the interest
of democracy, the EU decreed 400/230 volts some 135
years ago. All well and good, most equipment will accept
the change, but a small snag developed: The 110 volts,
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which became 127 volts in Europe, increased to 133 volts,
The specification allows for a range of + 5% and - 10%
making the maximum 140 volts,

We shall now digress. We have now boiled this down to
mainly two systems for household use:

European Standard: 230 volts, 50 Hz.

North American Standard: 115230 volts 60 CPS (=60
Hz).

We will add a few other areas from memory: India, Nepal,
Pakistan, Hong Kong, Kuwait, Yemen, Kenya, Uganda,
Somalia, Egypt, Sudan; all are 230volts, 50 Hz. Saudi
Arabia and West Africa 115/230 volts, 60 CPS.

And now for the bad news: The two systems do not mix.
Arrivals from France, Germany, Scandinavia should have
no problem. Change the plug as appropriate, plug in and
go. Keep away from the 110 volt” socket outlets: in fact
the best thing is to have all * 110 volt® sockets changed o
230 volts. How do we know the difference? Years ago the
10 volt socket was a two-pin designed for 6 Amperes.
The 220 volt has a collar and an carth pin. Unfortunately,
some owners have converted the socket outlets/receptacles
discriminately and it is wise to check with a voltmeter.
Arrivals from UK: as above, but you may in some cases
experience less efficiency in the microwave oven. Some
are voltage-sensitive, and 15 volts can make some
difference. Equipment here is not normally carthed as in
UK but, according to katest Code of Practice, the dwelling
should have an carth leakage breaker installed.

Arrivals from the North America: best advice is to leave
all electrical and clectronics behind. This is a tough
decision as electneal goods are more expensive in Europe,
but they are more expensive due to the S0 Hz! 60 CPS
fnidges and freezers will run slower in Andorra, and after
some time usually break down. Fan motors will overheat
very quickly. An electric lawn mower will bumn.

TV-sets and video recorders are not compatible at all.
Voltage and frequency are wrong. In addition, the NTSC
is used in USA whereas vanous other systems are used in
Europe (PAL and SECAM).

So far I have found only few exceptions:

The portable computers, They are usually DC / battery
powered and a new power supply for 220 volts 50 Hz
may be bought anywhere in Europe for a small price. If
the lap top has an internal power supply, then check that
it is marked 30/60 Hz and switchable between 220115
volts by hand or automatically

Power tools: A few are in fact manufactured for the
European market and also sold in North America and will
work equally well in both places. But check the mameplate
for the 60/50 Hz-sign

Hot plates? The basic hotplate contains only DC resistance
and works equally well on both frequencies. But nowadays
they tend 10 be souped-up by electrical timers, micro-
computers, motors or fluorescent lighting which will go
wrong. due 1o the difference in frequency.

But...

Can we not buy a transformer? Yes we can, but the cost of
the transformer for a toaster is poor economy. You can
buy scveral toasters for the price of a transformer. For
other equipment you must also remember that the
transformer does not change the frequency.
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Can we not buy a frequency converter? Yes, with modem — e
technology all these things can be done, but as for the [ DR ROBERT MUMMERY
toaster, it is cheaper to buy new equipment. LDS RCS (Eng) FIAOS

If you do have to buy a transformer for some selected DENTAL SURGEON
equipment be sure it is marked 50 Hz or it will go wp in ‘

:::;:}x:dlc» of where you come from, if you are in doubt 1-1 a Casa Nova Teixido

of your equipment, check the nameplate. It is usually (MXt.doo,l’ to Hotel La Mmm)
located in an inconspicuous place such as under, at the ; L Avmguda Sant Antoni
back on the equipment or on an oven door, for example. La Massana

Somewhere not spoiling the visual impression of the Tel 837332

equipment. The nameplate always displays the standard - - —

for which the equipment is manufactured and in our case
it must be stamped 230 volts, 50 Hz

Now for the good news, particularly for hard tried expats: =
The power in Andorra is well organized and operated, w v' m
Except for the odd thunderstorm power outages are NW

announced for maintenance purposes, and usually by loud
speaker. Voltage and frequency are stable. No,break units
are generally not required and there is no need for voltage

_ Mossen Tremosa No 2
regulators or stabilizers. Andorra 1a Vella
Tel: 822044 Fax: 827055
Hurrah! (editor’s note) e.mail: relaxtravel@viatgesrelax.com

in
Winter rentals - villas &
apartments in Pollensa
and Puerto Pollensa.

Kate & James +34 606 838 995
www.winterinmajorca.com

_

H()TEL RINSAL 3 ('\‘/[ﬁ)((/ /()l)l(' (I(ll(l{l//;’n”/ 4()”,(, S

o Tel. 835 640 cx

SIE0M S.b.
COMPUTERS
INTERNET
WEBSITES
E-MAIL
INSTALLATION
PROBLEM.SOLVING

ANTI-VIRUS
TUITION
|
Peter Smith ‘t
|

Tel: 850 200 Mob: 3218588 E-mail: sicom@andorra.ad
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THE SPICE TRADE.

By Peter Parkinson.

¢ all remember that when the Magi came to

Bethlehem they brought with them gifts of Gold,
Frankincense and Myrrh. It may reasonably be inferred
that these three things were of comparable value.
Frankincease is defined in my dictionary as “a fragrant
gum resin chiefly from East Africa or Arabian trees that is
an important resin in incense™. Myrrh is similarly defined
as “a gum resin with a strong smell and a bitter taste,
obtained from any of several trees of East Africa and
Arabia”, My Encyclopacdia Britannica ( published 1929
) states that frankincense is collected in Arabia and
neighbouring parts of Africa and shipped to Bombay. then
packed for re-exportation to Europe, China and elsewhere;
it was used over thousands of years as a medicine, but its
virtues seem now discredited. Much the same can be said
of Myrrh,
There 1s no doubt that trade in incense and other spices
long predates the Christian era, probably by at least 2000
years, between China, India and Arabia. The emergence
of Europe as o market for import of spices dates from
somewhat later; certainly by 500 B.C. Such fragmentary
trade information that has been discovered does not always
make it possible to distinguish between spices for
medicinal, religious, and culinary uses, but there is
convincing evidence of Mediterranean imports of
cinnamon, pepper, saffron and mustard, From here on |
shall refer only to spices used for cooking, which may be
considered a luxury item in view of their high prices but
were looked upon by the inhabitants of Europe as a
necessity of life.
Around 600 A.D, many monasterial documents in France
indicate the everyday use of pepper, cumin, cloves,
cinnamon. But after 716 A.D.., no doubt as a consequence
of Moslem activities, there is no further mention of spices
except for those such as cumin which were grown locally.
They did not reappear in the documents until sometime
after 1100, when the Western Mediterranean was reopencd
to trade. Some forty years ago there was published an
account of the houschold expenses and daily life of
Elcanor, Countess of Leicester, in the year 1265 - she was
the wile of Simon de Montfort, youngest son of the Simon
de Montfort who was the leader of the Albigensian
Crusade. It is recorded that she paid between 10 shillings
and 14 shillings a pound for saffron, between 10 d. and
28 d. a pound for pepper, a similar price for ginger, 4d. a
pound for coriander, almost as much for cloves as for
saffron, and an unstated price for cinnamon.
At that time Venice was the principal organiser of the trade
in spices from the East, as recorded in the description by
Marco Polo of the experiences of himself and his family.
Venice as it exists today is a potent reminder of the
enormous profits gained by its tradde i spices and other
commodities. Unsurprisingly, this generated some envy
and discontent among other scafaring nations, notably
Spain and Portugal. In the 1490s Vasco de Gama sailed

1o India by rounding the Cape of Good Hope and came
back with a large cargo of nutmeg, cloves, cinnamon,
ginger and peppercoms. At sbout the same time Columbus
sailed 1o America and introduced chilli peppers, allspice
and vanilla to Europe, as well as maize, potatoes, lomatoes.
Mistakenly, the Portuguesce hired the Dutch to act as their
importers of spices from the cast, and within a century
the Dutch had taken their place. Around 1600 there were
formed the British and Dutch East India Companics,
leading to 200 years of struggle until they reached a sort
of implical agreement to divide their arcas of control, and
in due time to the independence of these areas after World
War IL

Nowadays the principal spice markets are London,
Hamburg, Rotterdam, Singapore and New York. Patterns
of trade are more complex than previously, and the prices
of culinary spices are far lower than they used to be. But
there remains, | believe, something of a difference between
the countries controlled by people of European origins
and those under Islamic influence. In the former, spices
are stll an exotic clement not thoroughly adopted into
most local cuisines, whereas in the long line of countries
from Morocco to Indonesia spices are basic and essential
clements of everyday cooking.

One finds the same spices and even the same mixtures in
widely separated countries, under different names. For
example, ras ¢l hanort in North Africa is almost the same
as goram masala in India. But of that, the practicalitics of
spices, more i a subsequent article.
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WILLS AND
TESTAMENTS

By David Le Mare

DISCLAIMER

A s an Investment Advisor and not a lawyer nor an
ntant the following transcript of the speech I,

David Le Mare, gave on Friday 30th May 2003 is intended
to be advice from a knowledgeabk amateur. | advise all
who have listened or read this transcript to consult proper
professionals at all times.

“There is nothing certain but death and the taxes' said Mr.
Barkiss in Dickens’ David Copperfield, and as did Thomas
Jefferson in a letter 1o George Washington, but the
expression is actually a Proverb.

I'have the doubtful honour of talking to you on the point
where Death and Taxes meet. Estate Duty, from the point
of view of Authorities, is an easy tax to collect but difficult
to assess. Trying to work out the value of an asset can be
very hard but having asscssed it, collecting the tax is casy,
as the person who is most likely to object is, 10 say the
least, speechless!

So, what is an asset? An Asset is anything you own that
has a value. They are Houses, Apartments, Cars, Paintings,
Artefacts etc. These are assets that reside, in this case, in
Andorra and arc therefore Andorran assets and would be
wcluded in Andorran estate. Andorran Bank Accounts are
also included in this group. Then there are the offshore
assets: these are Bank accounts, investments and anything
else that you might own outside Andorra. | should say, at
this point, that an ordinary quoted share, if it is owned in
YOUur own name, is an assct of where the share is registered
pot where you hold it 1 will retum to this subject in a
little more detail later.

If you have assets anybody and everybody will advise
you to write & Testament. The reason is simple. Having
no Will is a free ticket for everyone to argue about your
estate and no one to defend it. On top of this there is a
kack of interest by the body professional to deal with the
mtestate as the risk is high and the reward low. Therefore
anyone who takes it on will want a large fee and masses
of ume. It is also considered that, if you have not made a
Wl that vou didn't care, and if you didn’t care then why
should anyone clse. The persons that will suffer from your
neghigence are your beneficiarics. It will be very hard for
them 10 sort it out. Oh, and if you think that you are saving
money by not paying for a Will whilst you are alive,
remember that your estate will cost many times more 10
sort out after death than before it.

Now throw into this equation that you are resident in
Andorra and that there 1s no compatibility between
Andorran Law and English law, then you have messed up
big time. Your estate is virtually unsolvable and if you
can find a person to take it on then it will take a lifetime
and fortune and still might never be resolved.

WHY? Well let’s take a Brit that, under the English
understanding of the law, is resident and domiciled in
Andorra, Andorran law says the law of Nationality prevasls
and therefore the estate must be administered under
English law. BUT English law says that the person is
Domiciled in Andorra therefore Andorran law prevails,
DISASTER. Each party then refuses to deal with the case,
and therefore pass it on 1o a Notary. As the Notary can be
liable for a wrong decision he will likely refuse the case
and pass it on to the Judge. 5 years' reams of paper,
documents from everyplace you might have an asset. Plus
legalised documents from cach country where there is an
asset, indemnities against misappropriation of Assets etc.,
elc.

Add the next bit in and it gets worse. Waiting round the
back is the taxman. Believe me, if he can throw a spanner
in the works and lever out some tax, he will. He loves the
situation. Even though you are Prime Facie non-resident,
if he can glean enough and there is enough to make it
worthwhile then, he'll start questioning. That is terminal!
Remember, you are not here 10 argue!

I could get deeper into this but it's depressing and
frustrating and it is not really worth doing, so | am going
to draw a line here and now talk about how to improve
your position.

Do not make a Will without a professional person to help
you. If you employ a lawyer there is a moral and to some
extent legal precedent for him to take on the case. If you
go direct to a Notary, the same, but if the Notary shows
some lack of willingness to take a Will from you then there
is a reason. He wants you 10 employ a lawyer. So go and
get one. Remember Notaries do not have much
intemational experience.

Don’t under any circumstances use a UK type *do it
yourself” Will. They are simply not valid in Andorra.

Do not deposit a scaled envelope with a Notary, Ifa Notary
has not seen your Will he cannot vouch for its validity. A
Notary docs not like a foreign Will. He likes a local Will.
It can be in English but it must follow Andorran custom.

A lawyer with international experience drafting your Will,
that is notarised according to the Andorran Law is the
ultimate 100l. Because the two parties are in agreement
and have accepted you and your estate, they have also
taken on a responsibility to see it through.

OK so now we have a Will covering the Andorman Assels
that works. Well: Yes and No! The problem is that the law
is a bit evolutionary. One cannot actually say that the day
you tum your toes up that something hasn't changed, For
example 20 years ago, an Andorran Will was the simplest
thing of carth, but times have changed and they will
continue changing. This is where your lawyer becomes
important. He will be the person who will tell you if
something needs to be changed. That it what he is
employed 1o do. That is one reason why he is so important.

Great, so if you accept the advice you have the Will and
your estate is scttled and you can sleep casy. Yes,
absolutely, BUT, what about the assets outside Andorra?
The property abroad, the investments in the Channel
Islands, the Insurance Policies in England etc., etc.

They all need Wills covering them. And remember that
anything registered in your own name is an asset of the
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country it is registered in. So L.C.1. shares are a UK asset.
Microsoft Shares are an American Asset, efc.,

An immoveable asset has to be covered by a Will in the
country in which it lives. A Spanish House should have a
Spanish Will; A French Farm: a French Will. A bank
account in Jerscy needs a Jersey Will, and so on. The
Shares, 1.C.1. and Microsoft shares need UK and US Wills
ete,ete. So you could need several or even lots of codicils,
which is clearly not practical, nor desirable. Not desirable
because they interconnect so leave trails down which
Inland Revenues walk.

HOW DO YOU SIMPLIFY THIS? You cannot solve
the immovable assct. Go and make a Will! In some
countries you can put a House in an Offshore Company
and there are also more complicated things that can be
done with special asscts but this is a really specialised
arca. With a bank account make a Will in the jurisdiction.
Don’t hold shares in your own name. | know it is a little
more expensive but as a minimum have the bank hold
your shares. If the bank holds the shares then the asset is
in the jurisdiction of the bank. So 1.C.1. held in a bank
nominee (not in your own name at the bank) becomes an
assct in the junisdiction of Bank’s residence.

Right. So now we have got to the position that we have all
the Wills (codicils) in place so everything is OK. No. Exch
of the Wills has to recognise cach other. Why? Well, there
can be only one primary Will, or ¢lse how do the various
jurisdictions know under which set of laws they are
working? And if the beneficiaries want to argue where
will they argue? and under which law?

So, as you are domiciled in Andorra, it should be Andomra.
This makes life casy. One Will in Andorra stating that
there are codicils in all the other places is the comrect
method. Each of the codicils recognises the Andorran Will
and the Andorran Will states there are codicils in the
various places.

With all this in place you can then tum your toes up!
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? Well. Firstly the Andorran
Will is opened. The assets are gathered together by the
Lawyer or whoever, and when all the various checks have
been made a Notary will accept the Will and distribute
the assets according to the wishes, The checks are making
surc that all the assets are known, valued and verified,
and that all the outstanding debts arc paid. It is a fairly
fast operation and should be completed within a Year,
sometimes a few months,

With the acceptance (equivalent to probate in English)
and a bit of know-how, one can then transmit this to all
the jurisdictions where the other assets are held. They will
want documentation but it should not be difficult AS
THEY HAVE BEEN IN ON THE SCHEME. Recognition
that the primary Will is valid is vital for the other Codicils
1o work,

So that's it really. Well, except for a couple of problems.
Firstly beneficiary wars arc a disaster. Take a simple one.
If one child is left less than the other, then they can
challenge the Will saying that under Andorran law they
are entitled to more. No is the real answer, as the
Nationality law prevails, but if the person has lived in
Andorra long enough or has an Andorran Passport, there
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may well be a case. This upsets the apple cart in no
uncertain terms. If this is likely to happen, then you have
to have a Trust,

TRUSTS. These are gifts made during you lifetime 10
people who you wish to receive assets at your death or at
some date after your death, When you die these assets are
not part of your estate and therefore are not included in
your Will. They are available in Andorra and they are
probably the most concrete method of transfermng assets.
They are virtually guaranteed to work: they are extremely
private and they avoid loads of complications, but they
do cost!

If your wishes are complicated, or your assets complicated,
or your family complicated, then you need a trust.

They come in various forms. Intervivos Trusts are ones
where the assets are placed in trust now and held under
the trust deed until death or afier. Causa Mortis trusts are
ones that come into effect on death. The advantage of this
trust is that you retain control until the end and you can
then still avoid the assets being included in your Will.
This is the vehicle 1 like most. It is clean, casy and very
successful at achieving its object. It does need to be set
up very carefully and planned but it is a super vehicle.
Both these trust forms can be wound up or continue after
death depending on the deed. It is impossible to
underestimate their usefulness as they avoid so many
problems and they work quickly, secretly and effectively.
OFFSHORE COMPANIES. These are very important
and they can be used for many purposes. Basically a
company is used to transfer an asset from one jurisdiction
to another. For example any investment held in an offshore
company becomes an asset of the company, which can
then be scated, for example in Andorra. Therefore the LC.L
and Microsoft Shares now become Andorran Assets, not
the bank s assets and not assets in the US OR UK,

They can also be used for holding property. but alas
probably not French or Spanish, unless under special
circumstances, but, the UK or Portugal are fine. Andorra
does not accept ownership of property in an offshore
Vehicke although you can open a bank account here for
them.

Perhaps the most important advantage of an offshore
company is anonymity. You can hold all manner of assets
and nobody can find out who is the beneficial owner. If
you use an Offshore Company in conjunction with a Trust
then you have the ultimate tool. Discretion, secrecy, and
anonymity can be secured with this vehicle as well as the
complications of international Testaments.

KNITTING IT TOGETHER! Perhaps the most
important thing of all is this. You see a primary Will in
Andorra with a Codicil in France for the house there, a
codicil in Jersey for the Bank Account, and a Codicil in
England for assets there is great, but they have to fit, or
elsc one could cancel the other. So you have to have a
controller: a lawyer here who understands it and can tell
you how 10 put it together so that it all works.

Have an executor. If you have assets in an English style
jurisdiction, they will expect one. You want your will not
to raise eyebrows but merely to look as if you have done
it correctly and sought good advice.
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SOME COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS.

Is it true that the Comu inherits if a person dics intestate?
Yes and No! Only if no Family can be found. There will
be an exhaustive scarch and it will take years but if no
onc is found, then ‘yes® is the answer.

Who should make a Will in Andorra? Simply, anyone with
an asset in Andorra. A Will if you are resident, a codicil if
YOu are not,

Is it true that joint bank accounts are blocked on the death
of one party? Yes. The bank will automatically block a
joint account and only release it when the acceptance has
been completed. This is the opposite to the UK, Jerscy is
an interesting case as they should block the account but
rarely do. However you cannot guarantee that they won't.
Should my primary Will be in Andorra? Yes, if you are
resident. As | have already said, the residence really works
out 1o be the seat of everything, and generally speaking it
is normal 1o have the Will in the place you live.

What should a non-resident do? Have an Andorran
codicil.

How would you do a Will in Andorra? | have a Will here
and | did it through a Lawyer. Some of the reasons are
above, but in addition | was convinced that he understood
the intemational dilemma that the Eaglish face and knew
what | could do and must not do. A Notary has accepted
that document.

Do 1 appoint an Executor? Interesting, because in Andorra
it is not necessary as the next of Kin do it. But a Notary
will expect an English National to have an exccutor, so
have one. He knows about it and expects it

Rosa Mari Sopena
Directora

THE NEW TRAVEL AGENCY
IN ANDORRA WITH 25
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
ClDr. Nequi, 8 - Botiga §
Tol: 806 006 Fax: 806 005

ANDORRA LA VELLA
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SKY DIGIBOXES
SATELLITE TV
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UPGRADING
SKY CARDS
Peter Smith
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LABORATORI
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Av. Mquel Mateu. 7 - ESCALDES
(al costat de! Hotel Pans Londres)

Tel. Fax: 826 258
SANITAY HEUSE™
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ANDORRA
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CRAB MOUSSE W

110 oz. tin of Mushroom Soup (Campbell's
condensed is best)

1 602z(170q.) pkg. of Cream Cheese

1 envelope of Gelatin

0.25 cup of cold water

0.5 cup of finely chopped celery

0.5 cup of chopped spring onions

1 cup of mayonnaise

1 Soz. (140g.) tin of crabmeat ( I usually
double the amount for more flavour and
texture)

0.25 teaspoon curry powder

stirring until smooth. Add gelatin to cold
water and soften 5 mins. Add celery, onions,
mayonnaise, crabmeat and curry powder,
mixing well. Pour into a 4 cup mold (oil or
spray beforehand). Chill overnight. Unmold
onto a serving plate and decorate with
sprigs of parsley. Serve with crackers.

k Heat mushroom soup and cream cheese,
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